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ABSTRACT

The suburban areas of Ait Melloul have known urbanization since the 1930s with the rise of the first industrial
units, but its signs were not concrete until after the Agadir earthquake of 1960. The great demographic growth, the
movement of countryside people towards cities, and the annexation of important rural areas to the urban space
worsened the urbanization issue. Among the reflections of these transformations was the expansion of cities
towards the neighbouring suburbs, whether through organized construction to meet the needs of the population in
terms of services and infrastructure, or the emergence of unauthorised building constructions. Therefore, several
inappropriate living conditions and disproportions continued to characterize the components of the urban scene due
to providing more lands in the city outskirts to respond to the increasing needs for suburban development to
receive housing projects and economic activities in order to enhance the attractiveness of emerging suburban areas
such as those around the city of Ait Melloul.

The rapid expansion, spatial awkward nature and the persistent deterioration of the population's living conditions,
require the study of "suburban urbanization”, local development and urban project as a self-imposed issue. As a
result, we found ourselves facing an important number of concepts that we had to understand, on top of which is
the concept of suburban urbanization, relying on various theories, approaches and models of suburban cities, which
we have presented in the introductory chapter of this thesis.

The fast suburban urbanization of Ait Melloul has emerged as a result of the issues associated to the shrinking
of the real estate base of the city of Agadir, which contributed to the expansion of the region, the multiplicity of its
functions (residential areas, industrial zone and services), the increase in real estate speculation and the multiplicity
of lodging types. First, we diagnosed the various natural and human resources, then analysed the economic tissue
and production systems on which the community bases its economic activities. We highlighted strengths and
weaknesses to identify development strategies and focused on the importance of the resources that must be valued
without depleting them due to the rapid urbanization. Various production systems and industrial activities also
play an important role in attracting investments, provided that the necessary infrastructure and facilities are
promoted, mainly at the level of housing, education, health, cultural and sports facilities, as well as at the level of
human development, as we discussed in the third chapter in addition to the coordination between the various actors
involved in the field and the implementation of the governance principle in the methods of collective management,
which demonstrated its weakness as shown in the fourth chapter of the second section.

The study of sociological changes in the fifth chapter of the third section has enabled us to not only reach a set
of results to understand the spatial disparities through representations of the neighbourhoods’ residents and the
future of their city, identify the contrasts, but also draw conclusions about the expansion and drawbacks of rapid
unauthorised urbanization which resulted in inequality among the community neighbourhoods. Such a situation
was accompanied by an increasing demand in housing along with areas of economic activities within the urban
sphere and the decline of the real estate base and, inevitably, by the emergence of chaotic reconstruction, rough,
unhealthy dwellings and a rise in real estate prices, in addition to the absence of effective coordination between the
concerned actors as regards Ait Melloul urbanization within the context of integration and cooperation.

Representatives of the local population have played a major role in identifying the urbanization
inconsistencies in the Ait Melloul suburban area, measuring the risks which resulted from such a situation, and
proposing practical solutions by means of participatory approach in coordination with the City Council. A clear
picture on how to explore development prospects within the urban project has been given in Chapter Six by
identifying the strengths to develop and weaknesses to overcome. Ultimately, we have suggested empirical and
realistic solutions for the urbanisation of the city of Ait Melloul within the Great Agadir Metropolitan
Development Project instead of permanently depending on the Regional Council for any decision concerning the
city urban projects.

Key words: suburban urbanization, urbanization, local development, spatial disparities, urban project.
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. GABET Pascal (2004), Etude méthodologique sur la connaissance des déplacements des
périurbains, tome 1, Analyses de I’enjeu des périurbains en déplacement. Ed. Certu. Lyon. Paris.
pp 18-42.

>1 _Teran, F. (1968), La Ciudad Lineal alltecedente de Ull urbanismo actual, Madrid 1968, 54 René
Gullian, tony Garnier : constructeur et utopiste, éd philippe Sers, Paris, pp. 47-52.
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% _Centre d’études sur les réseaux, les transports (2007), Idem, p55.
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