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Abstract:

This study aims at disclosing the wife's rights in the legislation of the
three religions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) based on their divine
sources, the sacred books. The sacred book of each religion is the source
and the basis of its foundations. Hence, in investigating wife's rights in the
sacred books, this dissertation tries to discover the extent of the
contribution of each religion in handling wife's rights. In doing this, the
accusations that Islam oppresses wife and detracts from her rights and
dignity are refuted.

To achieve this aim, the dissertation is divided into: an introduction
that addresses the importance of the study, the reasons for its choice, and
its methodology. Then a preface where the terms of the research are
presented and it is followed by three chapters tackling the wife's rights in
three stages: the rights before marriage, the rights during marriage and
rights after termination of marriage.

The topic is approached by starting with disclosing the position of
Jewish legislation, then the Christian legislation and concluding with the
Islamic legislation. This approach is meant to show how Islam transcends
other religions in virtues and merits and to uncover the bright image of
wife's rights in Islam compared to the preceding religions. In this way, the
dissertation relied on the descriptive analytical approach in its study of
texts related to wife's rights that were collected and analyzed based on
each religion's sources and references. Further, the study uses comparative
approach to make clear how the Islamic vision of wife's rights is different
from the visions of Judaism and Christianity.

The dissertation is concluded with the most important findings
reached in this study, among the most prominent ones are that: the Islamic
law (Sharia) is distinguished from other religions in its view of marriage
and in its addressing of wife's rights, from the beginning of wife's thinking
of marriage till getting married and even after the end of marriage with
divorce or death. Islamic Sharia dignifies a woman as a wife, divorced or
widow and gives her all her financial and nonfinancial rights that are
secured with obligatory legislations and does not leave it to human's
legislations




The Wisest Legislator details marriage provisions from its inception
till its end. These details are not subject to any jurisprudence whatever
times and circumstances, unlike the legislations of the previous religions
that suffer lacks in regulating marriage and marital relationship. These
lacks resulted in human intervening in setting a group of rules and
provisions specifying the implications of these rules without a divine text
or evidence.
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