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Résumé

Cette these tente de révéler un philosophe érudit qui a vécu au Ve siecle
de I'Hégire, c’est Abu AL — Hassan Mohammed |bn Youssef Al Amiri (381H ),
considéré comme le meilleur philosophe théologien musulman accordant entre Al
Farabi et Ibnu Sina. Il a établi la culture de I'argumentation, de dialogue et de la
plaidoirie, essayant de prouver la relation de la « Charia » a la sagesse, préoccupé
fort bien de ce qui tourmentait son époque, tout en contribuant a la présentation
des problématiques théorique et pratiques des gens.

Pour ce faire, il a fait appel a I'ouverture aux premieres sciences avec une
mise a distance face aux theses métaphasiques grecques (latines) étant a
I’énconte de certaines origines de I'lslam. Ce qui I'a incité a I'instar de Al —Kindi de
se libérer de la tutelle aristotélicienne et de n’en dépendre point.

Certes, il a acquis par la tout en empruntant le chemin de son maitre
immédiat, Zaid El Balkhi, une particularité, une unicité, une notabilité sans égales,
a moins par son prédécesseur Al — Kindi.

Al contribution de l'auteur de AL —Managqib (les vertus ou les Qualités)
réside en ce qu’ils s’est basé sur des étapes principales, ou des mécanismes du
fonctionnement de la raison arabo — Islamique tels que la détermination, la
catégorisation, la méditation et le syncrétisme.

Ces derniers sont des outils méthodologiques et pédagogiques aidant la
pensée arabo- musulmane a pratiquer les sciences et par conséquent I'opération
enseignement apprentissage.

C’est ainsi qu’Abu Al Hassan a tenté de combler les écarts entre la raison et
la révélation et ce vers une tendance syncrétiste dont 'embleme est de ne pas
s’enfermer sur soi, ou d’avoir la rigidité de I’égocentrisme, mais plutot de s’ouvrir
sur autrui, afin d’instaurer ce qu’on appelle I'acculturation, évitant ainsi quelques

phénomenes négatifs qui ont largement maitrisé le domaine pragmatique arabo —
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musulman, tels que le fait de blasphémer autrui, de la condamner de perversion
ou d’hérésie. Aussi son intention était elle d’aboutir a un rapprochement entre les
différents groupes au sein d’'une méme religion et reconnaitre I'autrim dont les
croyances et la religion sont déférentes de I'lslam.

Ce sont des caractéristiques centrales, rationnelle particulieres a I'espace
arabo — musulman du IVe siecle de I'Hégire, qui se sont fondé leur propre

indépendance.



Abstract

This dissertation aims at shedding light ou a little known philosopher who
lived in the fourth hijri century / century AD between Naisabur — Rai and
Baghdad, Abu Mohamed Alhassan lbn Youssef Alamiri (a birth date is unknouw) ,
but we knou that he died in 381/992, the is considered as the best schol stic

philosopher and documenter between Al Farabi and lbn Sina.

Alamiri consolidated argumentation and dialogue in an endeavour to bridge
the gap between Shariaa and wisdom a theme which was relevant in his time, in
addition he tried to solve theoretical as well as practical matters, calling for an
open-mind to Greek philosophy white departing from to metaphysical theses
contraray to Islam, this made him follow the footsteps of Alkindi by not fully
adopting aristotclian metaphysis. It is worth noting that it is through his

contremprory al Balkhi that Alamiri received the philisophy of Al kindi.

The contribution of the author of (Al ilam Bimanakib Al Islam) consisted
mainly in his recourse to mechanisme of analysis used by Muslim Arabs. Examples
of these were taxonomy and combinationalism, regarded as methodological and
pedagogical tools which facilitated for the Arab mind the categotrisation of

sciences and hence the educational process.

Al Amiri tried to reconcide between reason and revelation against all binds
of egocentrism in order to be open to other for the sake of cultural dialogue
alamiri did so without falling into the trap passing judgements on the ther
regarding their creds, Abu Al hassan’s goal was to approximate different factions
with in the same religion as well as to recognize the non moslims other. These
were rational characteristic that marked the Arab islamic miridst in the forth Hijri

century.
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éverett K. Rowson |

In its methodological sophistication, its metaphysical
.elaboration and its distinctive approach to the problem of

e 'revealed religion, the thought of al-Farabl represents not only
an advance on that of al-Kindl but a break with it. The
cumulative achievements of the Baghdad translators, and in
particular the intellectual discipline of the Baghdad
philosophical school led by al-Farabf s teacher Matta ibn
Yunus, would seem to relegate the earlier al-Kindl to the role
of a primitive initiator, enjoying some historical importance
but little if any abiding philosophical influence. That such
was not the case, however, is clear from the works of his most
prominent epigone, the Khurasanian philosopher Abu’l-Hasan
Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Amiri (d. 381/992).

Of al-Kindl’s immediate pupils we know relatively little, and
only two of them can be said to be more than shadows.
Ahmad ibn al-Tayyib al-Sarakhs! (d. 286/899) was a prolific
author of philosophical, scientific and literary works who
enjoyed the patronage of the caliph al-Mu’tadid but was
subsequently imprisoned and then executed for political
offences; none of his works appears to be extant, and we have
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no direct evidence for any of his students.! Somewhat better
known is the Khurasanian Abu Zayd al-Balkhi (d. 322/934),
who, after studying for some years with al-Kindl in Iraq,
returned to his native Balkh, where he wrote extensively in
many ﬁelds including philosoph g science and literary topics,

as well as religion and theology.” Modern scholars have been
chiefly aware of al-Balkhl’s influential geographical work,

but a treatise on medicine and ethics, entltled Sustenance for
Body and Soul, has also been preserved The leg legacy of
al-Kindl was carried on in the following generation by two
known pupils of al-Balkhi, the obscure Ibn Farighun,4 author
of a Compendium of the Sciences? and al-Amiri.

Like al-Balkhi, al-Amiri was a native of eastern Iran, and
spent most of his life there. As he died only in 381/992, he
must have been a very
young man when he studied with his aged master, and it was
only some two decades after the latter’s death that he set out
for the West, spending some five years in Rayy, at the court
of the Buyid vizier Ibn al->’Amld (d. 360/970), a patron of
philosophers who also employed Ibn Miskawayh (d. 421/
1030) as his librarian. From Rayy al-’ Amiri made at least two
visits to Baghdad, where he came into contact with the
.~ philosophers of the local school, now led by the Christian
/ Yahya ibn Adl (d. 364/974); but according to al-Tawhldl (d.
414/1023), the brilliant and sardonic chronicler of intellectual
~ life in the city at this time, al-’ Amiri was not well received by
his Baghdad colleagues, who treated him as an
unsophisticated provincial, and he soon retreated to the more
congenial society of the East. In his later years al-’ Amiri
enjoyed the favour of prominent figures in the Samamd realm
of Khurasan and Transoxama and resided both in the

406
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dynasty’s capital, Bukhara and 1ts leading city, N1shapur
where he died in 381/992.° > it

The titles of some twenty-five of al-’ Amm s works are
’?known and of these six (or seven, depending on a contested
attribution) are extant and have been publ1shed With the
possible exception of Ibn Miskawayh, then, al-’Amiri is the
best-documented Muslim philosopher from the half century
between al-Farabl and Ibn Slna. That he perceived himself as
continuing a Kindl “school” is clear not only from his own
explicit statements — he praises al-Kindl and al-Balkhl,
_.contrasting their thought with the “ravings” of Abu Bakr
al-RazI (d. 313/925) and avoiding any mention of al-Farabl or
other Baghdad philosophers8 — but also from both the range
and content of his oeuvre. We have fragmentary evidence for
his commentaries on parts, at least, of the Aristotelian
Organon, and some titles which suggest direct treatment of
topics in Aristotelian and Neoplatonic physics and
metaphysics, as well as other titles concerned -like many of
“al-Kindl’s and al-Balkhl’s works — . with such
lnon-ph1losoph1cal subjects as medicine, hortlculture and good -
manners. But it is striking that in his extant works al-’ Amiri i is
J concemed above all to show how philosophy can be apphed '
>l to qyestlons of a theological nature, and how philosophy and
Islam can be not only _reconciled but treated as
\ complementary avenues to truth, It is in this approach, and in
his relatively conservative treatment of Islam itself, that
7 al-> Amiri shows himself to be a trueKindian. - ( e /;; i
L5 iz SRS Cg;),{/:_.__
erhaps the most eloquent testimony to al-’Amiri’s views on
') reason and tévelation is hi 1s his best-known work, An Exposition
~on the Merits of Islam. 9 Addressing himself to a lay audience,

/ he argues in this work for @ fatmnal 1nvest1gat1on of religious
s J'

e
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belief and pra\gus and, on the basis of \hlS clalm th { the
g
ultimate purpose of knowledge is virtuous action a\tt)empts in
2> a programmatic comp’éﬁéﬁﬁ of Islamm religions to
- show how Islam is more successful than its rivals at achieving
this goal In his introductory chapters, al Am1r1 rev1ews the
7\ utility of both the {
seelllg sciences — represented by the qua V1um — and the
 religioiis_sciences — Tradition, Law- amlogy — and
L defends the value of each of these two kinds of knowledge
against attacks from adherents of the other; he further insists
on the equal validity of each of the religious sciences,
supporting the study of Law against conservative tradltlomsts
. of Theology against conservative jurisprudents “and of
Tradltlon against rationalizing jurisprudents and theologians.
§1ngled out by him for particular ~ critici e certain
philosophers, pseudo-sophisticates and ( (?s&;:‘s.‘ts” ‘(by which
he means certain Isma’lll “circles) who claim that the
[ sufficiently enhght ened can dispense with observance of
% rehglous duties), In general, al-Amiri maintains the superiority
)| of the religious to the secular sciences; while reason can
testify to the validity of revelatory knowledge, prophets are
superior to sages. He then devotes individual chapters of this
book to showing Islam’s superlorlty to Christianity, Judaism,
Maglamsm and Manichaeism with respect to belief, ritual, -
> political organization, social structure and intellectual
endeavour, and in an appendix defends Islam against attacks -
~on its purported approval of violence, its factionalism, the
- ambiguity of its AchpLure and ﬁ?p‘roblematlc claimto t—Havmg
)been preﬁgured in J ew1sh and Christian Scnpture ) 72"

Jdrrie sud )= T —
There is an apparent réferenée to this work in an account by
al-Tawhidl of a celebrated dltercation between al- -Magqdisi, a
member of the Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa’, see next

/—alf
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/:hapter), and the religMOﬂsewative al-Jarlrl, in which the
latter’s arguments point up ’éhe basic difference in attitude
towards the revealed religion between members of the Kindl
school and the Baghdad phllosophers 10 Attacking the
Brethren for their attempt to harmonize philosophy with the
religious law, al-Jariri refers to previous attempts to do
something of a similar nature, giving three specific examples:
Abu Zayd al-Balkhl, who compared phllosophy and the-
Shari’ah to a mother and a wet-nurse,” Abu Tammarm
al-leabun an obscure philosopher with Isma’lll ties, and

—al-Amiri, whom al- Jarlri describes as persecuted for his

~ godless views, forced to seek sanctuary with Ibn al-Amfd, and
attempting to gain favour with the masses by writing books in
support of Islam. In this same passage, al-Tawhldi depicts his
master, Abu Sulayman al-Sijistanl of the Baghdad school of
philosophy, as equally oppos)geg to the kind of harmonization
envisaged by the Brethren,—dlbeit, for reasons very different
from those ~of al-Jariri: in _j contradistinction to such
philosophers as al-Balkhl and al-Amiri, the interconfessional
Baghdad school found it in their interest to keep their
philosophical discussions as far away from the domain of
revealed religion as possible, it _A

N

Besides his general defence of Islam, al-Amiri also applied
philosophical arguments to specific theological questions, as
can be seen most clearly from his discussion of the fate of the
individual soul after death in his book On the Afterhfe
Relying heavily on E)st Neoplatonﬁ
commentary on Plato’s Phaedo, al-’Amirl reproduces in this
work a series of standard arguments for the immortality of the -
soul, accompamed by a survey of Aristotelian psychology as

modified i in the Alexandrian Neoplatonic tradition. Granting
that the @Ij Greek philosophersdid not acknowledge the

Voo 7 z N z S
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resurrection of the body, although they accepted both the
immortality of the soul and its reward and punishment in the
afterlife, al-Amiri presents the Qur’anic revelation concerning
the Garden and the Fire as a necessary supplement to
philésophical analysis, providing crucial information
inaccessible to the unaided human intellect, but retains a
prudent agnosticism about the exact form of bodily
resurrection. In the introductory chapters of this work he
offers a survey of early Greek philosophy, summarizing the
lives and opinions of Empedocles, Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato
and_Aristotle, and asserting historical connections between
th%ophetic and philosophical tradi@ these chapters
proved to be the single most influential piece of all of
al-Amiri’s work, reappearing in some form in most of the
major doxographies of the following centuries.

In another pair of works, al-Amiri applies Aristotelian and °
Neoplatonic concepts to the fraught question of free will and
\ predestination. The Deliverance of Mankind from the (¢
Problem of Predestination and Free Will?? the earlier of the
two, focuses on this question as formulated by Islamic.
theologians, but attempts to resolve it through an analysis of
Aristotelian causation; the conclusion is presented as a
“middle path” between the two extremes, and identified with
/é celebrated pronouncement by Abu Hanifah denying both
_;’f divine compulsion (jabr) and unrestricted human delegation
" of power (tafwid). Here, as elsewhere in al-Amiri’s writings
his theological affiliation seems to be essentially Maturidite;
the Mu’tazilites are gccasionally attacked by name, the | ¥
Ash’arites more obliqueﬁiy by doctrine but anonymously. In |
this work al-Amiri also explicitly reiterates a fundamental
doctrine of al-Kindl, identifying God’s act of creation ex
nihilo (ikfi_a) as a unique form of causation, distinct from and

) ar K
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superior to the four Aristotelian causes. In his later
Determination of the Various Aspects of Predestination'> he
repeats many of these arguments, but treats the entire question
in a more purely philosophical way, relying particularly on
Aristotle’s discussion of chance in the Physics.

An ostensibly more technical work, Vision and the Visible:,14
is primarily devoted to reviewing various Greek theories in
optics and the physiology of vision; yet here again al-Amiri
shows his concern with theological questions, launching into
a spirited attack on theological occasionalism, and framing
the entire discussion with two laments on the
anti-intellectualism of the present *lay.

While various aspects of al-Amiri’s philosophical tenets
emerge in all these works, the only extant example of
something approximating an

exposition of a philosophical system is his Chapters on
Metaphysical Topics,15 which consists primarily of a
paraphrase of the celebrated Liber de causis, itself a
reworking of Proclus’ Elements of Theology. While
recognizing, like al-Kindl, the basic hypostases of Plotinian
Neoplatonism, al-Amiri’s system lacks both the complexities
of Proclean henads and the cascading intellects associated
with the celestial spheres which are found in al-Farabl and Ibn\
Slna. His concentration on the hypostasis of Soul, its
intermediary position in the universe and the ethical
consequences of this position, is most comparable to what we
find in the ethical works of his contemporary Ibn Miskawayh,

.n

%}

\with whom he undoubtedly shared some basic sources. -/

Although he rarely cites Greek philosophers or their works by
name, al-Amiri clearly had access to a wide range of
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translated Greek materials, particularly pseudonymous ones.
Besides the De causis, he quotes passages from the Theology
of Aristotle, the Liber de porno, and the bizarre doxog-raphy
of pseudo-Ammonius, and the influence of other,
unidentifiable works 1s detectable throughout his ceuvre. The
span of Greek sources at his command would be increased
even more if we could be sure of his authorship of the work
~ entitled On Happiness and its Creation in Human Life?® a
major doxography of ethical and political thought in which
extensive citations from Plato and Aristotle, as well as various
pre-Socratics and later Greek philosophers, are juxtaposed
with others from Sassanian wisdom literature and from the
Qur’an and Hadith, major Islamic religious figures and
Arabic poets, to form a coherent disquisition on happinessin

both the individual and the polity. /j £ 4,;.;, e . s
valgl 4/4( eilas 2y ) a4

\/
7 Al-Amiri’s interpretation of Greek philosophy as a whole,
and his particular brand of Neoplatonism, can be widely
paralleled in works by his contemporaries, in particular Ibn

: Miskawayh and, with reservations, the Brethren of Purity;
but, in his particular concern to convince the religiously

. committed of the acceptability and utility of this philosophy,

| he appears to be the last representative of a trend initiated by
al-Kindl. To the extent a reconciliation between philosophy
and Islam of enduring influence was to be achieved, it was on

a very different basis, that of the thought of another
Khurasanian philosopher from the next generation, Ibn Slna.
Ibn Slna had little use for any of his predecessors, with the
exception of al-Farabl, and he attacked the Kindians in
general as well as al-’Amiri by n'ame;17 whether, and in what
ways, al-Amiri’s thought may nevertheless have contributed

to Ibn Slna’ S ATPW synthesis is a question in need of further
1nvest1gat10n
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1 See Franz Rosenthal, Ahmad b. at-Tayyib as-Sarashsi (New

Haven, 1943). T

2 See Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition (Leiden and

London, 1954), s.v. “al-Balkhl, Abu Zayd”; E. K. Rowson,

“The Philosopher as Litterateur: al-Tawhldl and His

Predecessors”, Zeitschrift fur Geschichte der

Arabisch-Islamischen Wissen-schaften, 6 (1990): 50-92.
—_—

3 Masdlih al-abdan wa’l-anfus, facsimile edition (Frankfurt
am Main, 1984).

4 See Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, Supplement, s.v.
“Ibn Farighun”.

5 Ibn Farfun, JawdmV aWulum, facsimile edition (Frankfurt
am Main, 1985).

: : b
6 For al-Amirf s biography, see (Everett K.. Rowson, 'A
W@HWM -Amirfs Kitdb
al-Amad ‘aid l-abad (New Haven, 1988): 3-7, and Joel L.
Kraemer, Humanism in the Renaissance of Islam: The
Cultural Revival during the Buyid Age (Leiden, 1986):
233-41.

7 Al-Amiri’s works are surveyed in Rowson, A Muslim
Philosopher. 7—17, and M. Minovi, “Az Khaza’in-i
Turklyya”, Majalla-y1 Ddnishkdda-yi Adablyydtdenlshgdh-
Tehran, 4, 2 (1954): 75.
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8 Rowson, A Muslim Philosopher: 76—7.
9 Al-Tldm bi-mandgqib al-Isldm, ed. A. Ghorab (Cairo, 1967).

10 Al-Tawhldl, al-Imtd’ wal-mu’dnasah, ed. A. Amin and A.
al-Zayn (Cairo, 1953), 2: 13-23; see Joel L. Kraemer,
Philosophy in the Renaissance of Islam: Abu Sulayman
al-Sijistani and His Circle (Leiden, 1986): 230-43;
Humanism: 168-74, 237f; Rowson, A Muslim Philosopher.
22-A.

11 Al-Amad ‘ala l-abad, in E. K. Rowson, A Muslim
Philosopher. 3

12 Inqadh al-bashar min al-jabr wa’l-qadar, ed. S. Khalifat,
Rasd’il AbVI-Hasan al-Amiri wa-shadhardtuhu’l-falsafiyyah
(Amman, 1988): 247-71. .

3 : i s B ] r -~
(/J'J/r’ J)L,JJQ,_E,/.{)J’) CQJX) /=3
13 Al-Tagrir li-awjuh al- t"iqdir ed S Khalifat, p- 011 4

14 Al-Qawlfi’l-ibsdr waVmubsar, ed. S. Khalifat, op. cit.:
409-31. ‘(“’ T : do i
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15 Fusul fi’l-ma’dlim al-ildhiyyah, ed. S. Khalifat, op. cit.:
361-79; see also E. K. Rowson, “An Unpublished Work by
al-’ Amirl and the Date of the Arabic De causis Journal of the
Amerlcan Orlental Society, 104 (1984): 193-9.
o Lt s @ Do), obaad |
16 Al-Sa’ ddah wa’l-is dd facsimile of copy by M. Minovi

(Wiesbaden, 1957-8); for the problem of attribution, see
Rowson, A Muslim Philosopher. 15-17.
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A New Source for Al-"Amir Studies:
al-Majalis al-sab’ bayna al-Shaykh

wa ai- Amiri ]
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Abstract: The urigque copy of al-Majalis al-sab’ bayna al-Shaykhwa al- Amiri {Ragip Pasa Library 1461, ff. 1502-24;

ions and answers. While the name of al-‘Armiri (d 381/9¢
2, we understand from the phrases at the end that the al-Shaykh in
). I this article
{-Majaiis and examine the historical and geographical possibility of the philosophical debate between al-‘Amiri
and Ibn Sina cutlined in al-Majalis. Then, { will compare the philosophical appreoach in the first chree sessions of
al-Majalis, where the stages of the coming of the universe into being are treated, with

consists of seven sessions mclaaing fo

-Gre gu

does not appear in the texts except for the
the title corcesponds to Ibn 3t

1 will broadly describe structural characteristics of

I

i

Amirt’s extant works

can taik two principal conclusions of the article: (i} {t was historicaliy and geogra possible that young {bn
¥ Y Z 7 youngz
'

Sind and his older contemporary al-‘Amiri could make the debate told in al-Majalis. {ii) The examinaticn and com-

parison for the first three sessions of al-
of al-‘Am
; Gir Tathiai PRSIy S

is 1bn Sina while the one answers is al-"Amici.

Majalis shows that the ansviers are mostly consistent with the approach

i according to his extant works and this leads raz to conclude rhat the one a tions or comments

ks

Reywords: al-Amiri, Ibn Sina. metaphysics, b
ture, body.

archy of bel

gs, creation, al-Bari, command, . pa-

l Kaja, M. Ciineyt,"A Nevi Sousce For Ai-Amiri Stucies: ar-Majalis al-sab” bayna 61-Sha
" fournal fur the lisiuey of Islomic Philosaghy and Sciences 112 (May 2015%: 134,
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