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Abstract

The majority of reports and studies on irregular ‘transit’ sub-Saharan migration in
Morocco have tackled this controversial and intricate topic from a gender-blind perspective,
producing the assumption that sub-Saharan men and women share the exact same migratory
experience. As a response to this generalization, this study argues that gender, as a constitutive
factor of power division, societal roles, and expectations, produces differential and unequal
opportunities and outcomes for sub-Saharan women and men along the entire process of
irregular migration. The investigation seeks to capture sub-Saharan migrants' lived experiences,
men and women, through the entire process of migration, starting from the living conditions in
the home country until the living conditions within Morocco. Since gender cannot be detached
from other social constructs, it is crucially important to address how race, religion, and gender

intersect and how this intersectionality is demonstrated during migrants' experiences.

At the methodological level, the study is using an eclectic approach to address and to
gain insights from multiple dimensions. It juxtaposes socio-economic, political, and historical
approaches to build up a comprehensive understanding of the factors that affect sub-Saharans'
migration. Gender approach, however, remains the main theoretical framework within the entire
analysis. This thesis presents a comparative study, which develops a critical and analytical
discussion of sub-Saharan men's and women's experience of irregular 'transit' migration in
Morocco. The objective is to uncover the manifestation of gender disparities during irregular
migration. The investigation relies on a mixed-methods approach that consists of qualitative
and quantitative methods. The qualitative method consists of observations, interviews and some
secondary sources such as reports, news, and documentaries. The interviews were carried out
in Fés with eight sub-Saharan migrants (four women and four men). The quantitative method

consists primarily of a survey conducted in Tangier and Fes. The target sample was irregular
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transit sub-Saharan migrants. I have distributed 125 questionnaires, but the total number of
valid questionnaires reached 112. The findings of the investigation, regardless of the
assumption of matriarchy in the sub-Saharan region, reveal significant gender discrepancies in
private and public social life, which affect differentially sub-Saharans’ opportunities and
propensity to migrate. The results also demonstrate an ambivalent impact of gendered factors
on both women and men that lead them to adopt different survival strategies during the venture

to and migratory experience in Morocco.

Keywords: Gender, Irregular 'Transit' Migration, F eminization of Migration, Sub-

Saharan Migrants.
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Part One: Migration, Gender, and Sub-Saharan

Migration to Morocco



Introduction

Migration is a phenomenon as old as human existence. However, research on migration
with scientific principles has been recently introduced. Geographically and with the
establishment of states and geopolitical borders, migration can be either internal or
international. While internal migration involves mobility within the same geopolitical entity
and is free of crossing regulations, international migration is a lot more complicated because it
requires the movement across the states’ borders. Studies on migration patterns usually
approach the phenomenon through traditional dichotomies such as emigration vs immigration,
forced vs voluntary, regular vs irregular, and sending vs receiving countries. Several
researchers, using empirical studies, argue that these previously divided dichotomies do
overlap. A migrant, for example, driven by a set of mixed incentives, may combine legal and

illegal strategies to reach a potential final destination country.

The topic of irregular Sub-Saharan migration in Morocco had been previously addressed
in some considerable and informative reports and studies. Yet, as far as I know, the relationship
between gender and migration is rarely acknowledged, and the importance of gender intricacies
during migration experiences still remain equivocal and unrevealed. So far, researchers,
addressing migration-related issues within the context of irregular Sub-Saharan migration in
Morocco, either presented the phenomenon as a male-dominated phenomenon or occasionally
tackled women's migration. In clearer words, women’s participation within the changing
patterns of migration has remained under-explored. As an attempt to fill in this gap and to
counter these gender-neutral assumptions, I argue in this study that gender, as a constitutive
factor of power division, societal roles, and expectations, produces multiple differentials and
unequal opportunities and outcomes for Sub-Saharan women and men along the entire process

of migration. Therefore, my objective is to make out of this research a contribution to migration
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studies by enhancing our understanding of gender in several aspects of irregular migration.
Since gender cannot be detached from other social constructs, it is crucial to address how race,
religion, and gender intersect and how this intersectionality is demonstrated in Sub-Saharan
African women’s and men’s experience of irregular ‘transit’ migration in Morocco. These
indicators are believed to produce different aspects of relationships and responsibilities. This
research aims as well at examining the impact of migration on the socially constructed
patriarchal gender roles as irregular transit migration entails a set of processes. The study is
going to examine migrants’ experience starting from making the decision to migrate until the

living conditions in what is considered as the potential final transit country, Morocco.

The pivotal research questions that this study seeks to answer are: How does gender
affect and is being affected by migration? Does migration deconstruct the patriarchal gender
roles and empower women migrants throughout the process of migration or does it barely
perpetuate and reshape them? What are the manifestations of gender and race intersectionality
within the context of irregular Sub-Saharan migration in Morocco? How do migrants’ legal
status and Morocco’s migratory new law affect Sub-Saharan migrants’ living conditions and

their aspirations?

International migration-related topics nowadays make headlines worldwide in everyday
news because of the geopolitical and human intricacies it encompasses. It involves multiple
sensitive issues that usually revolve around individuals’ security and the state’s sovereignty,
which very often conflict. These issues are very likely to trigger inflamed controversies among
activists, politicians, and researchers on different platforms. While some politicians include
migration-related issues as one of the primary controversial problems in their election
campaigns, activists remain faithful to human rights causes, whereas researchers focus on

examining migration patterns and dynamics. To pave the way towards better understanding and



management of the phenomenon, scientific studies have addressed challenging migration-
related topics such as integration, displacement, safe migration, and border management.
Factors incentivizing migration are countless, relating to economic prosperity, inequality,
demography, violence and conflicts, and environmental change. Migration has helped millions
of people to enhance their living conditions in both origin and destination countries and has
offered enormous opportunities to forge safe and prosperous lives abroad. As a result,
migration is a significant process that realigns individuals® aspirations and living conditions
from several dimensions. Castle, for example, points out that “the experience of migration

embraces every dimension of human existence™".

The concept of gender, since the seventies, became the center of social debates. The
emergence of gender schools of thought has illuminated the prevalent perception of social
structures, which were entrenched and taken for granted for a long time. In feminist theory,
gender is seen as a “matrix of identities, behaviors, and power relationships” that are culturally
established in accordance with sex then disseminated and perpetuated within a particular
society. This means that the principles of gender, which involve the ideals, expectations, and
behaviors or expressions of masculinity and femininity, regardless of similarities, will vary
from one society to another.? Feminist scholars have strived to explicate the hierarchical social
structures including the economic, cultural, and political inequalities between men and women.
They have relentlessly sought to hammer down gender stereotypes and biases in different

aspects of everyday life. Therefore, the social, economic, and political performances of both

! Castle, S. “Twenty-First-Century Migration as a challenge to sociology”, Journal of Ethnic and Migration
Studies Vol. 33, No. 3, April 2007, pp. 351_371.P: 3.

2 Boyd, M. and Elizabeth, G. “Women and migration: incorporating gender into international migration theory”,
Migration Policy Institute, 2003, P: 2. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/women-and-migration-
incorporating-gender-international-migration-theory
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women and men have been highly influenced by the societal and cultural perceptions of

femininity and masculinity.

Gender has become a critical and challenging instrument used in different fields of
research for the aim of analyzing gendered socially constructed inequalities. The fundamental
objective is to improve individuals® status and enhance longer-term development outcomes for
all individuals. Migration studies domain is one of the research areas that were primarily viewed
as a male-centered phenomenon. Early scholarly research on migration focused for a very long
time on discussing migration-related issues without highlighting the significant implications of
women’s experiences and gender differentials. The invisibility of women or the gender-biased
assumptions in migration research resulted, initially, in an excessive focus mainly on women’s
migration. However, either by focusing mainly on women or by adopting the approach of *add
and stir’!, researchers were able to bring to light women’s experiences of mobility. Yet, these
approaches are still inadequate to explore and investigate the impact of gender principles on
individuals’ lived experiences of migration. Later on, several researchers acknowledged the
crucial importance of gender in migration processes. Along the same lines, this study’s essential
objective revolves around the examination of irregular ‘transit’ migration from a gender
perspective. Although sub-Saharan migration to Morocco is not a new phenomenon, the
presence of migrants from sub-Saharan Africa became more noticeable in the last fifteen years,
particularly in big cities. Hence, the aim of this research is to explore the migratory experience

of irregular ‘transit’ sub-Saharan migrants in Morocco from a gender perspective.

In recent years, the number of irregular migrants detected on the Western Mediterranean
route, stretching across the sea between Spain and Morocco, has increased significantly. While

in 2014 the detected cases reached 7243, in 2018 the number increased remarkably to 57034

1 Stages of incorporating gender in migration studies will be elaborated more in the theoretical part.
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detections. ! On the other hand, the Central Mediterranean route, which stretches between North
Africa and Italy has been used by hundreds of thousands of migrants in recent years, although
it saw a major fall in the number of detections of irregular migrants since the summer of 2017.
In 2018, the Central Mediterranean route experienced the biggest drop in the number of
irregular migrants. The total number of irregular border crossings plunged (80%) on this route
to 23 485 compared to 170664 detected migrants in 2014 but it was in 2016 when the number
reached a peak with 181376 detections.” Almost 37,000 people had emigrated using irregular
methods via the western Mediterranean migration route in 2018.> As a result, Morocco became
the first country of departure for migrants from Africa in 2018, while Spain became the most
important gateway to Europe. This drastic growth in the number of detections and migrants’

shift of routes reflect the constantly changing patterns of irregular migration.

Morocco plays a significant political, economic and migratory bridge-role between sub-
Saharan countries and the European Union. In addition to Moroccans, a flow of sub-Saharan
migrants considers Morocco as a passage to European territory. Due to the geographical coastal
proximity to Europe and the Spanish enclaves, Ceuta and Melilla, Morocco became the busiest
transit country in North Africa in 2018. The classical destination countries tend to intensify
migration regulations and border control strategies, which compel migrants to cross the borders
using ‘illegal’ means and methods. For Papadopoulou (2005) transit migration is “a

consequence of restrictive migration policies and the “containment” trend in the neighboring

states: the more restrictive the classic destination countries, the more likely are migrants to

1 https://frontex.europa.eu/along-eu-borders/migratory-routes/western-mediterranean-route/, accessed on
10/11/2019.

2 Ibid.

% Lahlou, M. “Migration dynamics in play in Morocco: trafficking and political relationships and their
implications at the regional level”, Middle East and North Africa Regional Architecture (MENARA): Mapping
Geopolitical Shifts, Regional Order and Domestic Transformations, Working papers, No. 26, 2018, P: 4.
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“get stuck” in the buffer zone.”' Therefore, transit migration is the result of first, the
complicated and restrictive migration policies and procedures; and second, these same countries
exert so much pressure on transit countries to intensify their border controls. Eventually, a great
number of sub-Saharan migrants, whose prior aim is the European Eldorado, end up trapped
for months or even years waiting in Morocco and looking forward to finding the right

opportunity to cross the borders.

Methodologically, the study is using an eclectic approach to address and to gain insights
from multiple dimensions. It juxtaposes socio-economic, political, and historical approaches to
build up a comprehensive understanding of the factors that affect sub-Saharans' migration.
Gender, however, remains the most important factor throughout the entire analysis.
Additionally, this thesis presents as well a comparative study, which builds up a critical and
analytical discussion of sub-Saharan men's and women's experience of irregular 'transit'
migration in Morocco. It is worth emphasizing that the essential objective is to explore irregular
‘transit’ migration processes from the perspective of migrants themselves. The analysis is based
on social theory, which is most appropriate to understand better the way socialization produces
gender inequalities during the entire migratory processes. Regarding the research method in
this investigation, I relied on a multi-methods approach. The use of only one research method
would result in detecting gaps within the findings. Mixing multiple methods, however, is a
valuable strategy to “counterbalance™ and to overcome both methods’ shortcomings, which

will make achieving comprehensive empirical documentation possible.?

The qualitative method consists of observations that aim at analyzing spontaneous

behaviors. The observations had helped to construct a vision on the target population, such as

! Papadopoulou, A. “Exploring the asylum-migration nexus: a case study of transit migrants in Europe”. Global
Migration Perspective No. 23. Geneva. Global Commission on International Migration, 2005. P: 5.

2 Axinn, G. W. and L. D. Pearce. Mixed Method Data Collection Strategies, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2006.
P: 58.
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providing information about their common location. It also prepared the ground for developing
the questions for the survey and the interviews as well. Interviews are also a very important
research tool in this study. The interviews consist of semi-structured narrative techniques, as
this type of interview enables free narration and provides the interviewees enough space to
express their lived experiences and stories. The semi-structured interviews, in addition, promote
free interaction between the researcher and the interviewee.! On the analytical level, the
interviews pave the way towards exploring and diving deeper into the migrants’ lived
experiences. The interviews were conducted in April 2019 with eight sub-Saharan migrants
(four women and four men) and took place in Fés. Finally, some reports, news and documentary

videos will be included since they provide further information that may not be accessible to me.

In order to have diverse findings, data collection in this study relied as well on the
quantitative method. Questionnaires, unlike interviews, consist of structured questions
(multiple choice and yes/no questions). At the outset of the fieldwork, I collected 74
questionnaires in Tangier between May and June in 2018. Then, during a period that lasted
from January to February 2019, 1 gathered 38 questionnaires in Fés. The questionnaire is
divided into three stages: the pre-stage, the journey and the potential transit-stage. The pre-stage
fundamentally exposes cultural aspects and gender roles in the country of origin, which heavily
influence making the decision to migrate. In other words, before being migrants, patriarchal
social and cultural norms are crucial factors that affect robustly an individual’s propensity to
migrate or not to migrate. Furthermore, motivations and individuals’ roles in the origin country
are undoubtedly affected by micro and macro factors (public and private spaces), and the
culturally constructed mindsets and ideologies. The second stage tracks the migrants’ journey
to Morocco, including planning, threats and obstacles that both women and men migrants

undergo. The aim is to unfold the way the hardships and jeopardies are gendered. No one can

1 Shulamit, R. Feminist Methods in Social Research, Oxford University Press: New York, 1992, P: 18.
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deny that irregular transit migration is highly characterized by serious risks and they are life-
threatening in many cases. Hence, the fact that men and women act restrictively upon a set of
norms leads us to wonder to what extent these risks are also gendered. The last stage in my
research paper, surely not in the migration process, is the potential ‘transit’ phase. The
significance of examining this migratory phase through the lens of gender pertains to a deeper
analysis of the way gender influences the staying period in the transit country, and it seeks to
question whether migration is adequate to deconstruct and reconstruct the structure of gender

relations.

The structure of this paper is designed into two parts. The first part consists of three
chapters. The first chapter is devoted to defining migration-related key concepts. It provides an
extensive review of how each type of migration is conceptualized by examining prominent
scholarly studies, reports, and international conventions. The objective is to identify the
international principles and criteria that characterize and distinguish each category of migrants.
On the other hand. the second chapter’s fundamental aim is to discuss the incorporation of
gender in migration studies. The chapter starts by tracing the evolution of ‘gender’ and
discussing the socialization process in patriarchal societies. First, it is important to understand
the impact of gendered power-division on women’s and men’s opportunities and roles. Having
discussed the development of the concept of gender, the following step is to scrutinize the
incorporation of gender in migration research. The discussion is initiated by a review of feminist
researchers’ critiques of migration theories, and then it is followed by tracing the stages of
incorporating gender in migration studies. The last sub-chapter sheds light on manifestations of
the ‘feminization’ of migration. The third chapter in the first part provides a historical overview

of sub-Saharan migration patterns to/in Morocco.

The second part consists of four chapters. The first chapter provides, at the outset, two

forms of contextualization. The first objective is to contextualize this study within the existing
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studies and reports on sub-Saharan migration in Morocco and then to evaluate their strengths
and their shortcomings. The second objective is to contextualize this study within the current
socio-political relations that affect migration policies. After that, the chapter introduces the
adopted methodology and methods for this study. It will then present migrants' socio-
demographic profiles without using gendered analysis in order to demonstrate the importance
of gender. The second chapter analyses and discusses in detail the data of migrants™ socio-
demographic profiles from a gender perspective. The aim is to highlight the cultural specificities
of the sub-Saharan region since they play a very significant role in determining the propensity
to migrate. The following chapter addresses the gendered aspects of the migratory journey from
their country of origin until arriving in Morocco. Finally, the last chapter of this thesis will be
devoted to exploring migrants’ living conditions in Morocco as well as their impression of their
interaction with the local population. It focuses as well on examining the intricacies that
characterize the intersectionality of gender, race, religion, and migration. Then, at last, the

chapter addresses migrants’ aspirations and plans for the future.



1. Terminology of ‘Migration’

Migration is as old as human existence but its patters have changed with human,
economic, industrial and social developments. This development has produced new patterns
and forms of human mobility. This first chapter is going to engage in discussing the
development of migration-related key concepts to identify the specificities of each form of
movement. This discussion would help in building a deeper understanding of the phenomenon

and the employed concepts in migration discourse.

1.1.  Definition of Migration

Migration is a phenomenon is conceptualized by Skeldon (2008) as one expression of
mobility that refers to fundamental forms of movements: internal and international migrations.
A great number of people worldwide cross the borders of their home countries and become
international migrants. However, they still represent a tiny proportion in the world’s population
and in comparison to the total number of all migrants. ' From a statistical perspective, the
majority of migrants are those who move within their own countries; they are referred to as
internal migrants. In other words, internal migration is quantitatively a more significant form
of migration but academically received less attention.” Although internal migration is
commonly perceived as a rural-urban movement, Skeldon (2001) illustrated that rural-rural
types of migration are also of higher significance in the context of developing countries.® King
and Skeldon (2010) argue that internal and international migrations share close linkages and

are caused by similar forces, despite the fact that internal and international migrations are

I Skeldon, R. “International Migration as a Tool in Development Policy: A Passing Phase?” Population and
Development Review. 34/1,2008. 1-18. P: 6/7.

2 Ibid, P: 6.

3 Skeldon, R. Migration and Development: A Global Perspective. Harlow: Addison Longman Limited. 2001.
Cited in Aksakal, M. and Verkerk, S.K. “Conceptual Framework on Temporary Migration: Transnational
Migration in Transition: Transformative Characteristics of temporary Mobility of people (EURA-NET)”.
University of Tampere. P: 2.



divergent. They are addressed from different conceptual frameworks, studied using different
theoretical and methodological academic instruments, written by researchers from different
disciplinary backgrounds, and influenced by multiple research and policy agendas.' Therefore,
despite the distinctive way each of internal and international migrations is addressed within the
framework of migration research, they are linked in terms of forms. Moreover, the outcomes of
internal migration remain restricted within the state, while international migration has wider
inter-related effects and consequences that inevitably involve many states.? In the following
part, I will discuss several suggested definitions of migration and some other keywords from

different perspectives.

1.1.1. Key Words of Migration

International migration has become one of the crucial issues of our time and
characterized by several intricacies from different dimensions. The term ‘migration’ is very
difficult to define and cannot have one single static and simple definition. It has been defined
differently and accordingly to the field of study. From an economic perspective, migration is
defined as “a form of human capital — an investment made today for benefits received
tomorrow and into the future. Benefits in the form of higher wages, more stable employment
prospective, or any location-specific factor. From our analytical perspective, internal
migration and international migration are the same but the costs and benefits may differ”?
The only incentive for migration from an economic perspective is improving the individual’s
financial living conditions. For the economic definition, migration is essentially an investment

that focuses on financial costs and gains afterward. This goal can be achieved mainly by

1King R. and R. Skeldon “’“Mind the Gap!” Integrating Approaches to Internal and International Migration”.
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. 36/10, 2010. 1619-1646. P: 1620/1622.DOI:
10.1080/1369183x.2010.489380

2 Skeldon, R. “International Migration as a Tool in Development Policy: A Passing Phase?” Population and
Development Review. 34/1, 2008. 1-18. P: 8.

3 Walker, J. R. “Migration and Immigration: Lecture 1.” Economics 623, 2012. P: 1. https:/www.ssc.wisc
.edu/~walker/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/E623migl.pdf Accessed on 17/03/2018.




getting higher-paid jobs. In other words, an individual invests in migration and moves
primarily for the sake of enhancing his/her economic living situation. All the other many

motives are disregarded in this definition.

From a geographical perspective, migration is defined as ““a change of the usual place
of residence and includes, residential mobility, internal migration and international
migration.”" The geographical definition focuses mainly on the action of moving from one
place to another. Thus, changing the usual space and location of residence determines the type
of this mobility. The Oxford dictionary defines migration as “the movement of people to a new
area or country in order to find work or better living conditions”. The term also refers,
according to the same source, to “a seasonal movement of animals from one region to
another”>. Based on the dictionary definition, it can be deduced that when discussing
migration in relation to animals, it refers to an instinct necessity, which is related to seasonal

and climate change; whereas the decision of migration for people is determined by their living

conditions.

At the global organizational level, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states
in Article 13 that “everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the
borders of each state” and “everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own,
and to return to his country”® This freedom, however, is restricted worldwide by
geographical, political, cultural and economic factors. The International Organization of

Migration similarly considers migration as:

the movement of a person or a group of persons, either across an international

border or within a State. It is a population movement, encompassing any kind of

1 Newbold, K. B. Population Geography: tools and Issues. Plymouth (UK): Rowman and Littlefield, 2010. P: 126.
2 http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/migration. retrieved on 12/10/2014 at 10:30.

3 United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (version of 2015). P: 28.
http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr booklet en web.pdf Accessed on 04/05/2016.




movement of people, whatever its length, composition and causes;' it includes
migration of refugees, displaced persons, economic mi grants, and persons moving

for other purposes, including family reunification.?

IOM provides a comprehensive view of migration with some defining characteristics.
However, despite the IOM’s attempt to conceptualize an inclusive definition of migration that
involves several aspects, it is still a quite simplistic definition of a very complicated global
issue. Clarke J. I. (1965) stresses the fact that “shere is no unanimity over the meaning of
migration™. The antecedent definitions of the term migration trigger a fundamental and
crucial question: does migration encompass any form of mobility from one place to another

without taking into consideration distance and time dimensions?

Kok (1999) highlighted the existence of a consensus among migration researchers that
migration is characterized by two significant dimensions: “distance” and “time”.* Trewartha,
G.T. (1969) underscores that most commonly migration involves a movement of some
distance, which results in a change in permanent residence.’ The “spatial boundary”, which
obviously refers to the “distance” dimension, and “time” dimensions define migration but not
all migration analysts have the same definition. The first component, which is going to be
discussed, is the “spatial boundary” dimension since the term migration refers generally to a

movement from one place to another.

' Highlighting those expressions is just an emphasis on the defining characteristics of migration identified by
I0M.

? http:/www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/about-mi gration/key-migration-terms- 1.html#Migration.
04/11/2014 at 10:20.

3 Clarke, J. 1. Population Geography. Pergamon Press: Oxford, 1965. P: 123. Cited in Sinha. B. R. K. “Human
migration: concepts and approaches™. Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4, 2005. 03-414. P: 405.

* Kok, P. “The definition of Migration and its Application: Making sense of Recent South A frican Census and
Survey Data”. Southern Afiican Journal of Demography. 7/1,1999. 19-30. P : 19.DOI : 10.2307/20853242

S Trewartha, G. T. A Geography of Population: World Pattern. John Wiley & Sons: New York, 1969. P: 136. Cited
in Sinha. B. R. K. “Human migration: concepts and approaches™. Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4, 2005. 03-414. P: 404.




The concept “spatial boundary” refers to the borders of a “migrating-defining area”.!
In order to migrate and for an individual to be considered as a migrant, the borders of the
“migrating-defining area” should be crossed. For many researchers, the term “migrating-
defining area” is characterized by the notion of distance. The crossed distance has a vital role
in distinguishing migration from local moves, which are referred to by the term “residential
mobility” in the literature on migration.” According to the United Nations® manual on internal
migration, moving from one apartment to another in the same building, from one house to
another in the same neighborhood or town are considered forms of residential mobility.?
Therefore, the concept of distance is not a key element in migration as much as it is of mobility.
Migration is not determined based simply on a set of crossed kilometers; it refers instead to
changing geographical spaces such as from rural to urban areas and incorporates certain

economic and social factors fluctuating accordingly with the context.*

Another notion that characterizes the concept of migration is the “Time” dimension.
There are multiple different types of time — social time, characterized by the rhythm of social
life, astronomical time, chronological time, biological time, disciplinary times, and cyclical
and structural time.’ According to many researchers, time defines whether the movement is
migration or not and identifies the type of migration. Sinha, B. R. K. (2005), professor of
geography, discusses a number of scholars” points of view on the notion of time in migration
studies. Ghosh, B. N. (1987) views migration as a change of place of residence for “almost a
long, stable period”. He also mentions implicitly the fact of crossing some political

boundaries, from the demographic point of view, when people leave one place and go to a new

1 Kok. P. “The definition of Migration and its Application: Making sense of Recent South African Census and
Survey Data”. Southern African Journal of Demography. 7/1,1999.19-30. P: 20. DOI : 10.2307/20853242

2 Ibid, P: 20.

3 Ibid, P: 20

4 Ibid, P: 20.

5Adam, B. “Perceptions of time”. In Companion Encyclopedia of Anthropology: Humanity, C ulture and Social
Life. (Ed.) T. Ingold. London and New York: Routledge, 1994. 503-526. P: 507.



place for a temporary period of time with no intention of stability, it is not considered as
migration. He also considers migration as a process of shifting rome, a concept that refers to
social and cultural aspects, rather than the house, which refers precisely to the building of
residence.! Although Ghosh confirmed the fact that migration is marked by a period, he did
not identify any particular useful and applicable period of time. He stated that this period
should be characterized by length and stability. However, using the term “almost™ opens wider
space for discussion. While Ghosh (1987) does not specify the period of time of settlement
and describes it as long and stable, Rubenstein and Bacon (1990) on the other hand, define
migration as a permanent move from the place of residence to a new location. This new
location is supposed to be where one sleeps and stores possessions, and that place might be
either another country or another place within the same country. They also added that all trips
for the purpose of working, shopping or schooling are not actually forms of migration; these
are forms of mobility and considered as “periodic or cyclical” movement instead?. It is plain
to deduce that Rubenstein and Bacon have specified, to some extent, and limited migration
time into a move or a change of residence place that is characterized by permanence.
Nevertheless, Rubenstein and Bacon similarly to Ghosh, by narrowing the residence time of
migration into permanence, ended up excluding students and workers, who move to another
place regardless of being within the country or another country, since the condition of stability

is not fulfilled.

From the foregoing discussion, one can elicit that Gosh, Rubenstein and Bacon believe
that permanence and stability are two inevitable features that must characterize a movement

in order to call it migration, which eventually leads to an inevitable exclusion of transit

! Ghosh, B. N. Fundamentals of Population Geography, Sterling Publishers: New Delhi. 1987. P: 34. cited in
Sinha. B. R. K. “Human migration: concepts and approaches”. Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4,2005. 03-414. P: 406.

2 Rubenstein, J. M. and Bacon R. S. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography. Prentice
Hall of India: New Delhi. 1990, P: 75. Cited in Sinha. B. R. K. “Human migration: concepts and approaches”.
Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4,2005. 03-414. P: 407.



migration. However, Chandna (1989) states that migration is a movement that involves a
permanent or semi-permanent change in residence from a place of settlement to a migrating
area. For Sinha (2005). Chandna’s definition deals mainly with residential change and physical
distance. It does not explain the criteria upon which the status of permanent or semi-permanent

change in residence can be precisely defined.!

Based on the previously discussed authors’™ perspectives on migration, it becomes
obvious to conclude that none of them explained how time dimension would determine the
conceptualization of migration. According to Newman and Matzke (1984) “most definitions
Jocus on the notion of a permanent or a semi-permanent change of residence in order to
distinguish migration from circulation®. Both migration and circulation are included under
the broader population mobility”.* In addition, the suggested definitions above have excluded
the temporal dimension. Pieter Kok (1999) explains that this exclusion is because of “its
limited utility in distinguishing migration from other forms of mobility.”* He, on the contrary,
does not share the same point of view with the previous discussed authors’ perspectives. Kok
(1999) suggested not to take “time” component as a criteria in the definition of migration
because there is no “underlying logic for restricting migration to a minimum period which is
probably best reflected in the different intended or actual minimum lengths of stay required

Jor being counted as a migrant in the Scandinavian population registers.” Therefore, the

! Chandna, R. C. Population. Kayani Publishers: New Delhi, 1989. P: 86. cited in Sinha. B. R. K. “Human
migration: concepts and approaches”. Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4, 2005. 03-414. P: 406.

? Circulation is a movement that does not involve a change in usual place of residence, but may involve a change
of residence like visiting home for a period of time, or going back to place of employment after a period of stay,
shopping trips and tourist trips.

3Newman, J. L. and Matzke G. E. Population: Pattern, Dynamics and prospects. Englewood Cliffs: New Jersy,
1984. P: 159-162. cited in Sinha. B. R. K. “Human migration: concepts and approaches”. Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4,
2005. 03-414. P: 405.

* Kok, P. “The definition of Migration and its Application: Making sense of Recent South African Census and
Survey Data”. Southern African Journal of Demography. 7/1,1999.19-30. P : 21 DOI : 10.2307/20853242
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difficulty of determining a specific time in migration lies in the fact that it varies respectively

to each migrant’s intention and objectives.

Having discussed distance and time dimensions in migration, one can deduce that there
is a consensus between almost all authors that migration is characterized by moving from the
permanent place of residence to a new permanent or semi-permanent migrating area. This
movement necessitates an action of crossing a distance, which differentiates international
migration from internal migration. From now onwards, the focus in this discussion will be

mainly on international migration.

International migration, based on what we have seen before, refers to changing the
place of residence from one country to another country. According to UNESCO “international
migration is a territorial relocation of people between nation-siate. ! Therefore, international
migration requires crossing a country’s or a state’s boundaries/borders. Johnston and Smith
(1994) underscore that crossing some sort of boundary and spending a certain length of time
over that boundary in the migrating area of residence is another aspect of migration. 2 Thus,
the need for an area’s boundary to be crossed raises the question of how is it preserve and
combine the notion of an area’s boundary and the notion of an individual’s freedom to move?
This question is triggered because of the complicated visas procedures and the very serious
and chaining restrictions over international migration, which makes the notion of ‘freedom’
obviously contradictory to the notion of *boundary’. The United Nations acknowledges in its
definition of migration the right to freely emigrate and immigrate while the existing reality is

inevitably different from this delusive definition. The freedom of moving can happen when

I UNESCO. “Glossary: Migrants and migration”. 2015. Available in
http://www.unesco.org/most/migration/glossary_migrants.htm Accessed on 11/01/2015.

2 Johnston, R. J. (et al.) (eds). The Dictionary of Human Geography (3'? ed). Blackwell Publishers: Oxford, UK.
1994. P: 380. Cited in Sinha. B. R. K. “Human migration: concepts and approaches”. Foldrajzi Ertesito. 3-4,
2005. 403-414. P: 407.




talking about internal migration like migrating from one city to another, from rural to urban
areas or vice versa. International migration, on the other hand, is a set of much more
complicated processes that require crossing boundaries/borders/frontiers. The term
“boundary” refers to that which divides one territory or political unit from another. Boundary
most often is a line on a map; it may be a physical feature, such as a river. ‘Border’, on the
other hand, refers to a political or geographic dividing line; it may also refer to the region
adjoining the actual line. Whereas ‘frontier’ refers particularly to a border between two
countries or the region adjoining this border.! Therefore, the term boundary refers to a
country’s or state’s borders or frontiers. These borders do not have only a political and

geographical function but also a restrictive function in front of migration flows.

Before shifting to discuss irregular transit migration, I would like to highlight the
general drivers of migration. De Haas (2010) in his article “Migration Transitions™ attempted
to discuss the drivers of the migration process and he argued that the processes of migration
are left un-theorized.? Surprisingly, despite the increasing interest and amount of research
conducted on the theoretical literature on migration-related topics -- such as immigrant
integration, transnational migration and remittances -- less focus was on theorizing the nature
and drivers of migration processes.® Ravenstein (1885) is considered the first scholar who
attempted to theorize on migration issues and the founder of migration laws. Throughout his
examination of migration, he concluded that migrants are driven by the incentive of moving

from low income and remote areas to high income and industrial areas.* De Hass (2010)

I Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, © 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997,
1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. http://www.thefreedictionary.com/boundary. Accessed on
24/12/2014

2 De Hass, H. “Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry into the developmental drivers of
international migration”. DEMIG project paper no. 1. International Migration Institute: Oxford University, 2010.
P:1

3 1bid, P: 1.

4 Ravenstein, E. G., “The Laws of migration™. Journal of the Statistical Society of London. Vol. 48/2, PP:167-
235. 1885.P: 43.




pointed out that this perspective has remained dominant in migration studies since
Ravenstein.! According to Lee’s (1966) revision of Ravenstein’s “the laws of migration™,
migration decisions are determined fundamentally by what he calls ‘plus’ and ‘minus’ factors
in areas of origin and destination. However, obstacles (such as distance, physical barriers,
immigration laws, and so on) in addition to personal factors may intervene during the process.’
Some scholars commonly refer to his analytical framework as the “push-pull” model. De Hass
(2010), on the other hand, refuses to attribute the development of the “push-pull” approach to
Lee. He assumed that the use of push-pull terminology goes back to the early twentieth
century. Push-pull models usually identify various economic, environmental, and
demographic factors that are assumed to push migrants out of places of origin and lure them

into destination places. *

The development of migration studies and the urge to examine migration complexities
prompted researchers to come up with another theory. Borjas (1989) assumes that individuals,
based on Neo-classical economic theory, select the country of residence where they can better
their financial well-being to the maximum.* Migration according to Neo-classical economic
theory is an outcome of geographic differentials in relation to labor as well as wages. In this

respect, Bauer and Zimmerman (1998) argue that migration:

mainly takes place because of geographical differences in demand and supply on

labor markets. Regions with a shortage of labor relative to capital have a high

equilibrium wage, whereas regions with a large supply of labor relative to

I De Hass, H. “Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry into the developmental drivers of
international migration”. DEMIG project paper no. 1. International Migration Institute: Oxford University, 2010.
P: 4.

2Lee, E. S. “A Theory of migration”, Demography. 3/ 1, 1966. 47-57. P: 50.

3 De Hass, H. “Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry into the developmental drivers of
international migration”. DEMIG project paper no. 1. International Migration Institute: Oxford University, 2010.
P: 4.

4 Borjas J. G. “Economic theory and international migration ". International Migration Review, 23/ 3,1989. 457-
485. P: 460. DOI: 10.1177/019791838902300304



the endowment of capital are faced with low equilibrium wages. This wage

differential causes a migration flow from low-wage to high-wage regions.'

Drawing on the quote above, at the international level, countries of origin provide a surplus of
labour but with low-wage, which pushes people to move to destination countries where they
can earn a better wage. However, getting a job is too hard to find because labour opportunities
are scarce over there. Todaro (1969), in his rigorous attempt to explain rural-urban migration’s
implications, argues that the explanation of migration as the movement of individuals from a
low productivity rural region to a high industrial urban region is an implausible simple view of
the migration process. He instead identified another fundamental variable, which is the
probability of obtaining a highly paid urban job and the rural migrants” potentials. 2 Bauer and
Zimmerman (1998) added in this respect that the risks and the costs of migration are not
restricted exclusively to financial costs but also psychological outcomes that stem from family
and friends separation.> Borjas (1989) went further and added that, in addition to ‘income-
maximization’ and economic living conditions, there are other based-selective living criteria
that are taken into consideration by migrants such as, the culture, the security, the weather, and
the crime rate. However, their choice and decision are compelled to abide by several constraints

including emigration and immigration regulations.*

It becomes obvious to conclude that the neo-classical theory, similarly to push-pull

model theory, focuses on the economic perspective and assumes that all migrants have one

I Bauer, T. and K. Zimmermann "Causes of International Migration: A Survey". In Crossing Borders: Regional
and Urban Perspectives on International Migration. Ed. P. Gorter, P. Nijkamp, and J. Poot. Aldershot: Ashgate,
1998. 95-127. P: 96.

2 Todaro, M. P. “A model of labor migration and urban unemployment in less-developed countries’. The
American Economic Review. 59/ 1,1969. 138-148. P: 139/140.

3 Bauer, T. and K. Zimmermann "Causes of International Migration: A Survey". In Crossing Borders: Regional
and Urban Perspectives on International Migration. Ed. P. Gorter, P. Nijkamp, and J. Poot. Aldershot: Ashgate,
1998. P: 97.

4 Borjas J. G. “Economic theory and international migration ". International Migration Review, 23/ 3,1989.
457-485. P: 461/462. DOI: 10.1177/019791838902300304



driving incentive, which revolves mainly around improving the economic aspects of their lives.
This theory also suggests that there are wage differentials between regions (region of origin
offers a surplus labours but with low wage in comparison to destination region where labour
are rare yet with high wage), which shapes people’s movement without taking into
consideration the living-cost in each region and the currency differentials in case of
international migration. Furthermore, all ‘Spatio-temporal’ migration theories share a similar
explanation of the migration concept. From their perspective, migration refers to a contributing
part in the world system transformations and it usually occurs in parallel with other forms of
transformation, such as modernization, capitalist economic development, urbanization and

demographic transitions.'

For De Haas (2010), migration refers to “a strongly patterned process because people’s
individual choices are constrained by structural factors such as social stratification, market
access, power inequalities as well as cultural repertoires affecting preferences.” He strongly
emphasizes in this quote that migration consists of a process featured by patterns and migrants’
choices and decisions, which are regulated by structural factors. These factors including, social
stratification, market access, the unequal division of power and cultural beliefs, affect migrants’
choice of how to plan and where to move. However, in some cases making a choice or a
preference is not an option. Zelinsky (1971), whose study revolved around internal migration,
assumed the continuation of rural-urban migration but at a reduced scale. On the other hand, he
observed the significant increase in residential mobility, urban-urban migration and circular
movements. > Zelinsky (1971) argued further that developing countries transform from being

net labour-exporting to labour-importing countries. He illustrated his argument with the case of

De Hass, H. “Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry into the developmental ~drivers of
international migration”. DEMIG project paper no. 1. International Migration Institute: Oxford University, 2010.
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“Northwestern Europe and in Japan, which overtook the earlier net outward movement of
emigrants to foreign lands by a significant, if moderate, importation of unskilled workers from
less advanced countries.”" In other words, several developing countries, which were an
important source of emigrants, have become destination countries for a significant number of
immigrants. They have consequently transformed from emigration to immigration countries
and that is the case of Morocco and other developing countries. The Moroccan National Human
Rights Council announced that Morocco has changed from a sending country of emigrants since
the first wave of the First World War to a country of immigration and settlement.2 For example,
in 2014 Moroccan census report, 86,206 legal foreigners live in Morocco in comparison to
32 566 foreigners reported in the 2004 Moroccan Census. > The number is very likely to be
higher after introducing a new law of regularization in 2014 (this point is going to be discussed

in the upcoming chapters).

In retrospect, the least developing and developing countries are usually regarded as
sending countries, whereas, the developed countries are assumed to be the only destination
and receiving countries. This point of view is driven basically on economic analysis and
division. Skeldon (1997), on the other hand, moved from mainly focusing on traditional
demographic and economic transitions and triggered the essential role of nation-state
formation in shaping ‘inter-spatial social, economic and political connections between the ex-
colonies and colonized countries. The latter contributes to reinforcing migration tendencies.*

Based on Skeldon’s (1997) perspective of nation-state formation De Haas (2010) stated:

! Zelinsky, Z. “The Hypothesis of the Mobility Transition”. Geographical Review. 61/2, 1971.219-249. P: 245.
2NHRC. “Foreigners and human rights in Morocco: for a radically asylum and migration policy”. The Délégation
interministérielle aux droits de I’Homme, the National Human Ri ghts Council and Rabat Office of the International
Organization for Migration, Rational of a regional seminar on “Migration governance and human rights”, Rabat,
July 15, 2013.P: 2.

3 Moroccan Ministry. “2014 Moroccan Census of legal population in Morocco™. N° 6354. April, 2015.

4 Skeldon, R. Migration and development: A global perspective. Essex: Longman. 1997. Cited in De Hass, H.
“Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry into the developmental drivers of international
migration”. DEMIG project paper no. 1. International Migration Institute: Oxford University, 2010. P: 7.



It is difficult to understand current global migration patterns without taking into
account the process of nation-state formation in Europe and elsewhere, in which
processes of colonisation and decolonisation played a preponderant role in forging
cultural and linguistic links as well as structural interdependencies and inequalities
which have strongly encouraged migration along particular spatial pathways or
clusters. The Francophone/Anglophone divide of African migration to Europe (i.e.,

the UK and France) is a case in point.'

According to the foregoing quote, the processes of colonization and decolonization
produce cultural, linguistic, economic dependency, and eventually lead to multiple dimensions
of inequality. As a result, these factual processes play a vital role in shaping an individual’s
preference for a destination. The example of the Francophone/Anglophone legacies is a crystal
clear reflection of the relationship between ex-colonized and ex-colonizer countries, such as
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Sénegal to France; Egypt and some other sub-Saharan countries

including Nigeria, Sudan, and Kenya to the UK.

Countries are classified into a hierarchical structure: developed countries reside on the
top of the hierarchy; then developing countries, and last the so-called least developed countries
that reside in the bottom of the hierarchy (as defined by the United Nations Statistics Division)
2 This classification, probably unintentionally®, contributes to establishing numerous related
stigmatizations to these countries, which are disseminated and entrenched by different means.
Wallerstein (1974, 1980) views these capitalist interconnected categories from the perspective

of world-systems theory. He made a clear distinction between “the capitalist ‘core’ nations,
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Jollowed by the ‘semi-peripheral’, ‘peripheral’, and, finally, isolated nations in the ‘external’
area, which were not (vet) included in the capitalist system.”" As a result, this capitalist
hierarchical structure of the world, obviously, interfere to shape the migrants’ living conditions
in the host country. Being an immigrant from the least developed countries or developing
countries is different from being an immigrant from developed countries. Marx, in this respect,
articulated his standpoint that “individuals are dealt with only in so far as they are the
personifications of economic categories, embodiments of particular class-relations and class-
interests.”> Marx’s statement is very relevant and applicable to the migration discourse.
Migrants from developing or least developed countries are very likely to be stereotyped. They
are perceived as being poor, less qualified, with no skills, and in a need for work. On the
contrary, migrants from a developed country are believed to be a source of fortune, highly-
skilled and so welcomed in the host countries. For example, the life of a migrant from Belgium
or France in Morocco is different from the life of a migrant from Niger or Soudan to Morocco.
In fact, the use of the term ‘expatriate’ to refer to immigrants from developed countries reflects
these national and economic discrepancies. Therefore, this capitalist classification does not only
affect the country’s political and economic position within the world, but it also affects the
migrant’s status before and after migration. At the outset, it determines the entry procedures (a
long and complicated visa application) for the migrant and then it shapes the living conditions
of the migrant after migration. (More illustrations will be demonstrated when 1 will be

discussing sub-Saharan migration in Morocco).

! Wallerstein, 1. The Modern World System 1, Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World
Economy in the Sixteenth Century. New York: Academic Press. 1974. And Wallerstein, I. The Modern World
System II, Mercantilism and the Consolidation of the European World-Economy, 1600-1750. New York:
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1.1.2. Transit Migration

Based on the UNSD structural classification of countries, some researchers and
politicians assume that the common migrants’ target and desirable destination is developed
countries where more opportunities for a better life are available in comparison to their origin
country. Being aware of that, developed countries, year after year, attempt to legislate more
restrictive policies and highly selective international migration procedures. For developed
countries, not all migrants represent a threat to the state’s security. They constantly set
regulations that select appropriate migrants based on their skills and educational levels. High-
skilled migrant workers are more likely to be given the freedom to circulate on the contrary to
other migrants, who do not belong to this “elite” category of migrants. The latter are
considered as less skilled and eventually have less access to migration opportunities. ' This
selective process is what causes ‘Brain Drain’ in developing countries. Therefore, developed
countries’ filtering migratory regulations adopt a selective approach of migrants’ potentials
and qualifications. Destination countries consider this category of migrants as beneficial to
their development. As a result, less-skilled migrants shift toward irregular migration to cross

the borders and breach these obstructive migratory regulations, using all means.

As a response to the flows of migrants, destination countries have established different
methods and strategies that enhance their borders’ surveillance to alleviate migration effects.
However, according to the UN Refugee Agency, at the end of 2017, countries in developing
regions continue to host the majority of the world’s refugees. Approximately 85 percent of all
refugees were under the protection within the territories of developing countries. It is

important to bear in mind that this percentage includes mainly refugees and excludes other

I Pécoud, A. and P. Guchteneire “International Migration, Border Controls and Human Rights: Assessing the
Relevance of a Right to Mobility”. Journal of Borderlands Studies. 21/1, 2006. 69-86. P: 69 DOL:
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categories within irregular migration. Therefore, contrary to the prevailing assumption, the
most affected countries by migration flows are developing countries and not developed
countries. The graph below shows 2017 and 2016 migratory data that demonstrate the major

hosting countries of refugees.
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Figure 1: The major host countries of refugees'

Turkey continues to be the country hosting the world’s largest number of refugees, with
a 21 percent increase in its refugee population, from 2.9 million at the beginning of the year to
3.5 million. The total refugee population hosted in Turkey comprised Syrians (3,424,200),
along with Iraqis (37,300), Iranians (8,300), and Afghans (5,600).2 North Africa, on the contrary
to developed countries, is very often presented as a transit zone, a waiting room, or a
springboard for flows of migrants travelling from Sub-Saharan countries and newly from Syria
and who are willing to cross the borders to Europe.> However, empirical studies and data

revealed that many migrants consider North Africa as their primary destination such as Libya,

I'UNHCR. “Global trends refugees: displacement in 2017”. 2018. P: 17.
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Morocco, and Algeria. A considerable proportion of migrants, who failed to step on the
European border, prefer to stay in North Africa as a second destination option instead of going

back to their home countries.'

Media broadcasts on daily basis a number of migrants, who desperately attempt to cross
the borders from North Africa to Europe, using the term ‘transit-migration’ randomly and
describing it as a new phenomenon without focusing on the nature of the concept. Sylvie
Bredeloup (2010), a scholar interested in historical perspectives of transit migration from the
Second World War onwards, expressed her explicit disagreement with the fact that transit
migration is a new phenomenon and indicated that “zhe real novelty is that it is perceived or
presented as new by experts”.> Papadopoulou (2008) pointed out in his book, Transit
Migration: The Missing Link between, Emigration and Settlement that until now there is still

3 However, some scholars undertook the

no standard definition of transit migration.
responsibility of theorizing on transit migration and providing a comprehensive definition that
includes its nature, dimensions and drivers from different perspectives. In this part, I will

endeavor to examine migration-specified scholars' attempts to conceptualize the term transit

migration from multiple dimensions.

Diivell (2010), determined to trace back the emergence and contextualize the
construction of the concept ‘transit’ migration, argued that this concept is actually *bl/urred’ and
‘politicized’ in the sense that the use of the term within the international discourse is very often
driven by political motivations. The concept also became prevalent since the early 1990s when

the Southern EU countries launched the intensification of border controls and shifted towards
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Southern and Eastern non-EU countries, which are considered as transit countries.'
Organizations also used repetitively the term in their agenda to describe the phenomenon, but
still, no definition is globally adopted.? The UN/ECE ( 1993), for example, defines ‘transit’
migration as “migration in one country with the intention of seeking the possibility there to
emigrate to another country as the country of final destination, by means that are partially, if
not fully, illegal. ¥ According to I¢duygu (1995), who conducted a study on transit migration
in Turkey, the term refers to “the people who come to a country of destination with the intention
of going and staying in another country™. The International Organization for Migration shares
a similar perspective on the meaning of ‘transit’ migration. Form these initial brief definitions,
one can elicit some constitutive terms of ‘transit’ migration concept: migration, intention, and
final destination. In other words, transit migration must encompass the existence of country of
origin, country of transit (or maybe countries), and final destination. The migrant’s intention

plays a determinant role in the entire process of ‘transit’ migration.

Bredeloup (2010) emphasized the idea that contemporary migration holds a transitory
nature. The common use of the temmv ‘transit’ projects an aspect of uncertainty in migration
patterns, via which states tend to associate “social marginalization with precarious
impermanence and illegality with criminality and transit, in order to provide an argument to
eliminate.”® Therefore, the term *transit migrants’ denotes a socially marginalized and destitute

category of people and because they are also ‘illegal’ then they are criminal. As a result, this
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interpretation of the term ‘transit” permeates the states, with full validity, to legislate and stratify
stringent regulations and border control strategies for the aim of protecting their borders with
ALL means. In the United States, for example, among the measures taken to intensify border
controls, is to consolidate the presence of Border Patrol agents and establishing lightening
boundary fences.' The enforcement of more border control measures will be discussed in the

upcoming section.

The use of the term ‘transit’ migration implies other hidden truths. Collyer and his
colleagues (2010) explain the fact that ‘transit migration’ beyond its use as a type of migration,
it is meanwhile used to refer to certain migrants, forms of migration or the countries are willing
to cross. Collyer and his colleagues (2010) went further and argued that the problem of ‘transit’

migration:

as well as a type of migration it is commonly used to describe certain migrants,
forms of migration and even the countries they are deemed to traverse. The term
can be seen as an attempt to group a heterogeneous array of migration processes,
migrants, potential migrants and countries around a limited series of largely
undefined commonalities involving illegality, high risk, lack of control and above
all an assumed desire to reach European territory. All this is on the basis that the
migrants involved have ‘transited” or may ‘transit’ somewhere, passing through to

a further destination that is assumed to be the EU.?

The foregoing quote recognizes three components of ‘transit’ migration. First, it refers to
‘certain migrants’. These migrants are particularly coming from developing or least developed

countries; they are ‘illegally” crossing the borders; and it may include economic migrants,

I Nevins, J. Operation Gatekeeper. The Rise of the “Illegal Alien” and the Making of the U.S.-Mexico Boundary.
New York: Routledge, 2002. P: 58.
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refugees and asylum seekers. The second component is ‘forms of migration” and it includes the
process through which these migrants undergo. Forms of migration are most often characterized
by sequences and a series of strategies as well as careful steps and high risks such as
exploitation, trafficking, and robbery of financial resources and in many times tragic deaths.
The last component is the countries that this type of migrants endeavors to traverse to get to
their final destination. These countries are stereotypically believed to be less developed than
destination countries and are mainly used as a crossing country to reach the EU countries.

Therefore, the only common feature between these migrants is the ‘transit” plan/intention.

Papadopoulou (2005) argued that some migrants suddenly find themselves as transit
migrants, “in the sense that even though they had no previous intention of re-migrating, they
do so for economic reasons.”" In other words, when a migrant moves from the country of origin
to another country with no intention to move to the third country and then suddenly changes
the host country (the first final destination) to a new one, then that person is also considered as
a transit migrant. This is what Papadopoulou (2005) refers to as “sudden transit migration™?
However, this understanding of transit migration cancels ‘intention’ as a determinant feature.’
He listed a number of varieties of reasons that result in this unplanned and unintended
movement. It initially and fundamentally occurs because migrants could not achieve their
antecedent objectives or their expectations in the first host country. He points out “in the case
of economic migrants, the first host country does not provide opportunities for sustainable

employment and good living conditions; in the case of refugees, the first asylum country does

not provide effective refugee protection and durable solutions.”™® As a result, the first host
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countries’ inability to meet the migrants’ needs. expectations and motivations drive them to
o

plan for unexpected transit migration.

Eleonora Castagnone (2011) identified four features to define the meaning of transit
migration. The first feature consists of essentially one successful departure from a ‘departure
country’ to a destination country. The second feature is the prevailing idea that Europe is
generally the target destination for the majority of migrants. The third one is that this type of
migration is characterized by a permanent settlement. Finally, it is characterized as well by
almost no willingness to return from Europe to origin country.' These foregoing stated features
sound more related to irregular migration than that of transit migration. That is why a detailed

discussion of each feature is required.

Transit migration as we have previously discussed consists of a process that entails more
than one departure country and more than one destination country in the case of *sudden transit
migration’. In other words, there is a transitory movement between at least three countries to
reach the intended destination country: departure country, one transit country or more, then
destination country. This destination country is stereotypically generalized to be Europe as it is
been mentioned in the foregoing discussion. However, there are other disregarded destination
countries like the USA, Gulf countries, and African countries. Libya during the ruling of Qadafi,
for example, became since the 1960s (the discovery of oil and hydrocarbon) a destination
country for a large number of migrants. The majority of immigrants were coming from

neighboring Arab countries and with a larger number from sub-Saharan countries since 1992

| Castagnone, E. “Transit migration: a piece of the complex mobility puzzle. The case of Senegalese
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and onward.! The following graph displays the regions of destination with the highest number

of immigrants:
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Papadopoulou (2005) emphasized that “rransit migration is not a different type of
migration, nor is it a status — it is a process and a contingency”.? Transit migration then involves
a continuous movement until reaching the destination country, and it might continue even
thereafter under certain circumstances. In other words, transit migration does not end by
reaching a destination countryj; it is rather firmly embedded into a migrant’s intention and living
conditions in that country. It is true that very few migrants willingly return to home countries,

but certainly, they do for visiting once they become documented migrants and depending on
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their home country’s safety conditions.! Consequently, for other scholars, transit migration
refers to a process instead of a migration status. It is a phase that cuts across various migrant
categories. It may include irregular as well as regular migrants, voluntary as well as forced
migrants, workers as well as students, etc.”? Castagnone (2011) affirms the fact that
temporariness is a significant characteristic of transit migration instead of permanence. For her,
the notion of ‘temporariness’ embodied within the concept of ‘transit’ is conceptually very
difficult to define, specify and fix. There is no fixed time based on which a movement can be
interpreted as transit migration. Transits, in fact, may last for considerable periods of waiting
varying from weeks to several months and, in some cases, years. In other words, the period of
stay during the trajectory process of transit migration varies according to the migrants’

intentions and opportunities. It might take weeks, months, or even years.

Another critical element that determines a migrant as transit is ‘self-definition’. The
latter is linked intimately to the migrant’s intention. ‘Self-definition’ element refers to the
subjective intention based on which the migrant identifies herself/himself as a transit migrant.*
The question to be evoked here is how far is the migrant aware of the meaning of the term
‘transit migrant’ and of the characteristics that distinguish it from other types of movement?
Being influenced by common beliefs and stereotypes propagated by Media, self-definition
might be distorted and confusing. Nonetheless, it is only a ‘posteriori’ that transit can be defined

as such, as “a situation that may or may not develop into further migration™.’ Castagnone
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(2011) suggested, “the application of transit definition to a certain migration phenomenon
would probably vary according to when the question is asked and would change over time,
through the filter of the progressive experienced migration outcomes.”" Therefore, the *self-
definition” element is changeable, coping with the time a migrant is asked and the progress of

migration plans and results.

“Transit” irregular migrants are usually stereotypically depicted as destitute or desperate
or victims of remorseless traffickers and smugglers. Migrants are rather often relatively well
educated and from a reasonably well-off background because of the cost of the journey they
have to afford. Furthermore the vast majority of migrants, according to empirical evidence,
willingly migrate and on their own initiative.? However, this may not be the case for all
migrants. Despite the fact of being well educated, some migrants are obliged to work in transit
countries under inhumane working conditions in order to pay the costs of their next journey,
taking into consideration that the journey of transit migration consists of several journeys and
may include several transit countries. Transit irregular migrants are described as well according
to the means they use to cross the borders. In addition to the pejorative term “boat people”,
Ronald Reagan, a politician who served as the 40th President of the United States from 1981 to
1989, explicitly warned against the arrival of ‘feet people’ in the US from countries in Central
America.” Transit migrants thus are likely to be a subject of labelling and stereotypes. Such
labelling sometimes emphasizes primarily the means they undertake to cross borders and
eventually migrants are dramatically stripped off humanistic features and life stories. On the

other hand, states and international organizations classify migrants into 3 categories that involve
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temporary, irregular and transit immigrants to distinguish refugees and asylum seekers for
whom states, which signed the 1951 Convention, owe protection and other legally defined
obligations. According to the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees states, which signed
the convention, are definitely not allowed to impose penalties on refugees, who are ‘unlawfully
resident” (UNHCR 1951).! However, individuals, who are seeking protection, are frequently
classified or re-branded as ‘illegal’ transit migrants.” Such misleading re-classification of
refugees and asylum seekers reveals the fact that these states tend to avoid their conventional
obligations and authorize themselves to deport them back to home countries or transit countries,
or to disallow simply their entry or their presence within their territory. For example, when the
war has broken out in the Middle East, particularly in Syria, a flow of refugees attempted to
cross the borders towards western and central European countries, which was confronted by an
intensive and sometimes even violent interception exerted by some Eastern European countries.
This fact reveals also that transit migration is plainly an internationally unwelcome
phenomenon. The convention itself specified which category of transit migrants should be
‘protected’. Therefore, the other categories of migrants encounter the state's exemption from
protection and they become vulnerable to deportation. states’ penalties and probably other

forms of expulsion.

The classic destination countries tend to continuously intensify migration regulations
and create new border control strategies that compel migrants, who become stuck in the buffer
zone, to take the risks of crossing the borders using ‘illegal’ means and methods. For
Papadopoulou (2005) transit migration is an outcome of “restrictive migration policies and the

“containment” trend in the neighboring states: the more restrictive the classic destination

! UNHCR, the Convention on the Status of refugees. 1951, Article 13.
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countries, the more likely are migranis to “get stuck” in the buffer zone.”" He also (2005) argues
that transit migration is the result of “gaps in legislation and administrative procedures, porous
borders and insufficient control capability, incomplete migration policy developments and
established informality in the first host country’s labour market.” Papadopoulou (2005) went
on with that argument and highlighted that family reunification is another reason for transit
migration. According to her transit migrants have this tendency to be reunited with other family
members. Therefore, the permanence of their stay and settlement occur only when they join

their close family members in other destination countries.?

Migration policies are another element that affects the specific origins, destinations
choice, itineraries and methods adopted by migrants. They determine whether the migration
process would occur through recruitment, work visas or smuggling.® More migration analysts
emphasize that the continuous closure of international borders that parallels the constant
restrictive conditions of the entry procedure and along with the enforcing of border control
measures embody a causal impact on the increasing phenomenon of transit migration.* As an
outcome of these migratory conditions, migrants have developed, what Bredeloup and Pliez,
2005 called ‘a step-by-step migration’. It is characterized by a sequent fragmentation of the
journey and progressive migration strategies.” However, De Haas (2010) shares a common
assumption that these policies have a limited influence on the overall levels and long-term

directions of immigration and emigration. He suggests as an example that “most hichl
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developed countries are net immigration countries, irrespective of their specific migration
policies, notwithstanding the relative levels of migration and migrants’ origins and profiles
vary hugely.”" Therefore, irregular transit migration has been demonized by the states. It is an
unwanted phenomenon in most destination countries. Governments believe that in order to curb
these unwelcome tlows of migrants and ‘fight” and ‘combat’ this phenomenon they have to
intensify border controls and in the meanwhile to ‘crackdown’ on trafficking and smuggling
networks.? In the following section, I am willing to discuss the types of migration in the

common dichotomous categorization.

1.2. Types of Migration

Based on the previous discussion, migration is a very general term that involves other
arguable sub-categories. Scholars in migration studies, as well as conventions regulating
migration and governments’ migratory laws, have established different features that distinguish
each category of migrants. This section is going to discuss these categories, their implications,
scholars’ conceptualizations, and states’ policies. These categories are classified into three
antonym terms based on their independent meaning. The word ‘migration’ covers a wide range
of different types of mobility. A classification based on the duration of migration can be taken
into consideration through a simple dichotomy like permanent versus temporary, for the
duration is an essential criterion to identify some movements and whether a person should be

classified as migrant or not.?

! De Hass. H. “Migration transitions: a theoretical and empirical inquiry into the developmental drivers of
international migration”. DEMIG project paper no. 1. International Migration Institute: Oxford University, 2010.
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1.2.1. Temporary vs Permanent

The word temporary refers to something lasting for only a period of time. It is usually
defined by its opposite ‘permanent’. By adding the term ‘temporary’ to ‘migration’, the
definition becomes as “migration for a specific motivation and/or purpose with the intention
that, afierwards, there will be a return to country of origin or onward movement.”" The EMN
Glossary also defines temporary migration as “a repetition of legal migration by the same
person between two or more countries.””* According to these two definitions, temporary
migration refers to a movement that encompasses three characteristics: legality of the

movement’s means, temporariness, and return to the home country.

“Temporary mobility” is defined broadly and effortlessly as ‘the complement’ of
permanent migration. In other words, it is a spatial movement, which is not characterized by a
permanent or lasting change of usual residence, is considered automatically as a temporary
movement.® Bell and Ward (2000), as an attempt to situate tourism within the large-scale
framework of temporary and permanent mobilities, suggest that temporary migration can be
defined based on three criteria: duration, frequency, and seasonality. Each criterion firmly
entitles the type of temporary moves.* When a temporary move encompasses counting
presences, even for a limited period of time, and absences from a place of residence last days,
weeks or even months with no regular basis, it is called seasonal travel. On the one hand,

circulatory movements involve regular cyclic schedules. Whereas movements that occur at

! European Migration Network. “Temporary and Circular Migration: empirical evidence, current policy practice
and future options in EU Member States”. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union, 2011. P: 14.
2 Ibid, P: 14.
3 Bell, M. and G. Ward “Comparing Temporary Mobility to Permanent Migration™. Tourism Geographies. 2/1,
2000. 97-107. P: 1/2. DOI: 10.1080/146166800363466
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irregular intervals -- such as occasional weekend excursions and annual holiday travel, business

trips and conferences -- are included within the category of tourism.'

From an economic perspective, Dustman (2000) considers temporary migration as
exclusively economically motivated and temporary migrants are perceived from the perspective
of the host country. In other words, the temporariness of the migrants” stays is understood as
limited in time in the host country, despite leaving the country of origin with permanent
migration intentions.> Therefore, temporary migration is defined accordingly with the host
country migration policies, in the sense that the host country determines the staying period of a
migrant within its territories that varies depending on several conditions. The European
Migration Network (EMN) regards temporary migration as a process that “involves a one-time
only temporary stay and eventual return which closes the migration cycle”.? On the other hand,
the UN connects temporariness to labour migration and defines temporary labour migrants as
“people who migrate for a limited period of time in order to take up employment and send
money home” (UNESCO, 2015a).* On the contrary, the EMN limits temporary migration in a
one-time movement, which ends up by a permanent return without specifying the staying

period.

From a legal perspective, temporary migration is defined accordingly with each state’s
migration policies. For the EU policy framework, temporary migration as a type of movement

lasts between three months and five years. Stays of less than three months are considered as
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2000. 97-107. P: 2. DOI: 10.1080/146166800363466
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tourism and do not require a resident permit, whereas persons staying longer than five years are
regarded as long-term residents. ' Despite the fact that temporary migration has been limited
within a specific period of time, the process might shift from temporary to permanent and vice
versa. This potential shift to permanent stays and vice versa reveals the fact that migrants’
personal intentions and decisions determine the length of stay, which is influenced significantly

2 These factors consist of politico-

by external factors in the course of the migration process.
legal, socio-cultural and socio-economic conditions. The politico-legal factors refer for
example to high skilled migrants who use the Blue Card scheme given by the EU and which is
limited to a maximum period of stay of four years to enter EU states. These immigrants
represent officially temporary migrants. However, if these migrants receive substantial legal
support by the host country to obtain a permanent residence permit after the authorized period
of four years expires (the case of Germany), the migrant’s intentions and plans may change
during the migration journey, which would end up either with a permanent stay or a circular
migration.” Therefore, the host country’s immigration policies play a fundamental key role in
remolding immigrants’ intentions and changing the decision from a temporary mobility to a
permanent stay. Another significant influential aspect is the socio-cultural factors. These factors
may encompass high-skilled migrants who have been granted the right to permanent residence

after the expiration of the four years Blue Card scheme, as well as asylum seekers who similarly

received more permanent residence permit. Due to being unable to adapt to or integrate into the

! Aksakal, Mustafa and Kerstin Schmidt-Verkerk. “Conceptual Framework on Temporary Migration
Transnational Migration in Transition: Transformative Characteristics of temporary Mobility of people ( EURA-
NET ) — Internal Report on Conceptual Clarications”, 2015. P: 5.
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new cultural environment of the host country, these migrants have the right to use the exit option

and return to the home country or move on to a third country.'

The last crucial element that exerts its powerful influence on migrants’ intentions lies in
the socio-economic factors. Being able to have access to adequate employment opportunities,
sustainable incomes and good working conditions that meet personal expectations of career
development can play an important role in shifting personal intentions and initial plans. In this
case, international students can be a relevant example. The international students’ primary
intention is to migrate to a particular host country for a specific objective which is exclusively
summarized in the pursuit of high education. In the cases of Germany and the Netherlands, for
example, graduate students are granted the opportunity to stay after finalizing their studies in

order to seek an appropriate job in the host country.’

Anne Thormann and Anne Koch (2011) proclaim their disagreement with the previously
provided definition. They rather view it as a broad definition that does not involve any accurate
or specific political or legal criteria. This broadness resides in the fact that the period of stay is
indeterminate, which leads to an ambiguous understanding of the term “temporary migration”.
Moreover, return or temporariness of stay can only be determined as “ex-post”. Therefore.
definitions of temporary migration based on intentions to return, whether from the migrant’s or
the state’s perspective, are not suitable from Koch’s and Thormann's point of view.* Kosh and

Thormann (2011) also do not concur with Agunias and Newland (2007) whose definition of
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permanent migration does not consist only of “migrants with permanent residency or
citizenship in the adopted country, but also include those who are holding what are essentially
transitional visas: temporary visas but with definite pathways to permanent residency or

]

citizenship™. Ruhs (2005) argues instead that a temporary work permit, which allows residence
and employment, does not pave the way necessarily and definitely towards the entitlement to
stay permanently in the host country. Consequently, migrants, whose employment permit
period expired, are expected to return to their home country or to travel elsewhere legally. In
the meanwhile, Ruhs’ argument does not exclude the possibility. > Koch and Thormann (2011),
on the other hand. define temporary migrants as “all foreign-born third-country nationals a)

who currently have a temporary residence permit (autorisation de séjour temporaire) and/or

b) who are not eligible for long-term residence status (statut de resident de longue durée).”

Si-Ming Li and Yat Ming-siu (1997), based on their research project that took place in
China, introduced another perspective on temporary migration. First, they consider temporary
migration as a component of circular migration and a synthesis of permanent and temporary
migration result in significant effects on population distribution and development policies.*
Their study was based on internal temporary migration in China. They used household
registration as a criterion for migrants’ classification. For them, permanent migration can only
be called so if the migrant officially changed his current residence to a new one and through

household registration. Temporary migration, on the contrary, refers to an unofficial place of

' Agunias, D. R. and K. Newland “Circular Migration and Development: Trends, Policy Routes, and Ways
Forward™. Policy Brief April 2007, Washington D.C.: Migration Policy Institute, 2007. P: 3.
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residence no matter how the length is." Having addressed the multiple factors that identify the
temporariness or permanence of migration, the following section discusses another

dichotomous type of migration, which illegal vs legal migration.

1.2.2. Legal vs Illegal

Politicians, authors and activists use readily different terms like ‘illegal’, ‘irregular’.
‘undocumented’, ‘unauthorized’, to describe a certain category of migrants. Several scholars
and NGOs firmly do not concur with the use of the term ‘illegal’ to describe and categorize
migrants. Migrants can never be illegal themselves, only their activities can be regarded as
such.? Therefore, the term ‘illegal’ connotes a criminal stigma. Some scholars suggest replacing
the biased term ‘illegal’ by using ‘undocumented’, ‘unauthorised’ or ‘irregular’. These
alternative terms are as problematic and controversial as the term ‘illegal’. The term
undocumented’ encompasses an equivocal meaning. The term encompasses migrants, who
have not been documented, and migrants without documents and undocumented migrants, who
apply for asylum, but these two categories are not necessarily illegal. On the other hand, the
term ‘unauthorized is understood as ungiven permission to enter a state’s territory. In other
words, not all illegal migrants are unauthorized.? Some migrants, for example, migrate with
authorization but in case they stay beyond the period of their visas, they become illegal.
Furthermore, the term ‘irregular’ is also ambiguous, as it does not clarify the implied rules or

regulations. The term is used to describe “migration that takes place at irregular time intervals,
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as opposed to regular (seasonal) migration. The term can also be understood to mean

disorderly, which again has a criminal association.”

By examining other alternatives of the term ‘illegal’. it becomes evident that any new
term will reflect similar negative and ambiguous implications when approaching this topic.
However, despite the puzzling and negativity of the term ‘illegal’, it is useful when describing
the way migrants’ comprehension of what is legal and what is not. 2 Jandl (2007) argues that
the illegal exit and entry of migrants are conducted by various ways of illegal acts such as
forged or falsified identity cards, passports, driving licenses, diplomats, residence permits and
other documents.® Besides, using the term ‘illegal” assume implicitly that making one illegal
activity will lead to another one, which will eventually result in disorder. From the authors’
perspective, the definition of illegal migration should be restricted to exit, entry, and residence
without including any other conducts or activities.* The concept of illegal migration is also
endorsed differently from one state to another and shifts across time depending on migration
flows fluctuation. Besides that, it is viewed as the result of states’ enforcement of border control
over human mobility.” According to Heckman (2004), illegal migration is very likely to occur

in three forms:

the first one is when individuals cross borders (exit or enter a country) illegally or
by clandestine methods; the second form consists of crossing of a border in a
seemingly legal way, either by using falsified documents, using legal documents

one is not entitled to, or by using legal documents for illegal purposes; whereas the
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third form is concerned with staying in a country after one’s legal status has

expired.'

Hence, the illegality of migration is reflected in three aspects during the course of migration
processes: the exit and entry to a country, the adopted means and methods by migrants, and the
legal status while staying within a country. However, the latter is often perceived and linked to
transit migration, the entry procedure, and the used methods. Migrating illegally also touches
sensitively and tacitly the state’s border control ability. Being able to trespass the state’s borders
with no authorization despite the fact of being highly restrictive, brings into discussion the
legitimacy of the state by questioning its ability to control and protect its territory. Some states
are regarded as fragile or “failed state” in terms of their ability to control their people and
territory, which consequently makes them perceived as a threat by other countries.? Destination
countries as a reaction tend to restrictively control its borders and exert much political and

economic pressure on transit countries to alleviate the influx of irregular migrants.

Another term that has been introduced in the framework of migration and used
interchangeably with 'undocumented migrant' and 'illegal migrant' in some studies to refer to
‘irregular’ migrants is ‘illegal alien’.® The ‘illegal alien’ term is another alternative that is used
to describe ‘illegal’ migrants but it denotes some derogatory interpretations. Even if scholars
and researchers hold no clear-cut consensus in the migration literature on the use of one precise
label for this category of migrants, some researchers suggest, “a person who enters without
documents and intends to stay only a short time and then return home might best be called an

undocumented migrant. A long-term resident who enters as a visitor and then stays permanently

' Heckmann, F. “Tllegal Migration: What Can We Know and What Can We Explain? The Case of Germany”
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might best be called an illegal immigrant.” The term “illegal alien’ in the United States is used

to refer to a particular category of immigrants, which is defined as:

someone who is physically present in the United States and who either entered the
country illegally and has not regularized his or her immigration status, or has violated
his or her terms of entry. This definition includes those who enter without documents
or with false documents, as well as several categories of individuals who entered the
country legally but subsequently came to reside in the United States in an illegal

immigration status.?

Therefore, the term ‘illegal alien’ is very much biased and does not imply a single humanistic
feature. Migrants, in such a situation, are deemed as unwelcome aliens and not even humans.
This is actually when the picture of aliens’ invasion, portrayed in several American movies,
crosses one’s mind once the term is triggered. The United States government also made more
efforts to identify two other distinctive terms: the “EWIs” and the “visa overstayers”. The first
one is an abbreviation of “they enter without inspection™; it is used to refer to individuals who
enter the US territory without any sort of legal visa. On the other hand, there is the category of
individuals who enter with legal visas but remain in the state beyond the authorized time limit
and these are “visa overstayers™.> However, the EU, regardless of the many pioneering policy
actors” and civil society activists’ criticism of the term ‘illegal immigration® due to its
association with criminal and law-breaking actions, emphasizes its use within its official

migration agenda and framework. Nevertheless, the International Labour Organization (ILO)
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and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) now prefer using another term, which

is considered to be “slightly less pejorative” such as ‘irregular migration”.'

Abraham and Van Schendel (2005) approached the concept of illegality from two
angles: the state and the participants. Within the framework of transnational mobility of people,
commodities as well as ideas, the state and the people have a different perception of the concept
of legitimacy. While the state considers some transnational movements as illegitimate “illegal”
because they violate the states’ sovereignty, the involved people in the meanwhile view these
transactions as legitimate “licit”.> The legal conditions of migrants are changeable in time and
irregular conditions can occur at different moments. Castagnone (2011) assumes that most
irregular migrants enter destination countries legally, but subsequently overstay their visas, or
engage in prohibited work, through which their status becomes irregular. On the other hand,
migrants entering or residing illegally in a country can acquire legal residency through
obtaining work, marriage or regularization.” After a thorough examination of the terms illegal
vs legal migration, the following section will tackle voluntary vs forced migrations, which are

other intricate forms of migration.

1.2.3. Voluntary vs Forced

Voluntary migration and forced migration evoke disputable standpoints among scholars
and politicians because of the overlapping factors that identify each of them. The term
‘voluntary’, generally, refers to something done willingly with no pressure as opposed to the

term ‘forced’, which refers to something imposed on someone to do or to accept. These views,
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however, are very simplistic. When the terms, voluntary and forced, become involved in the
migration paradigm, the conceptualization becomes more intricate and perplexing. The term
‘forced migration” is usually employed as an antonym of ‘voluntary migration’ and treated as
a synonym of ‘involuntary migration” but ‘voluntary migration’ implies the meaning of
‘unforced migration’. Nevertheless, the terms “unforced’ and ‘involuntary’ migration are not
commonly used in migration discourse. This is the terminology used by Van Hear (1998), for
example, in his representation of the continuum. When digging into the meaning of these terms,
it becomes obvious that the antonym of 'voluntary' is ‘compulsory’ instead of ‘involuntary’.
Attending a class or a lecture can be either described as voluntary or compulsory but certainly
not involuntary. The term involuntary is also used, for example, when an act is done
unconsciously and without thinking as when letting out a cry of pain after dropping something

on my foot.'

In the framework of migration, the term ‘involuntary’ cannot describe human beings’
movement because the decision to migrate implies at least some degree of autonomy and
willingness. Willingness, however, is not applicable in the case of displaced people. In other
words, it is plausible to say to ‘displace’ someone while it does not make sense to say to
‘migrate’ someone. Compulsory migration, on the other hand, similarly to the term
‘involuntary’, implies a lack of choice as well as a lack of any alternative; the African slave
trade can fit in this context as an example of compulsory movement.>? However, the term ‘forced
migrant’ is probably the best available and commonly used.> Therefore, migrants, who fall in
the category of 'voluntary' migration, are perceived as autonomous beings who ought to assume

the responsibility of their decisions as well as their actions.
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Forced migration is a phenomenon of increasing significance in today’s world and it
reveals striking economic disparities. The poor community, which constitutes the majority in
the globe, is fearlessly willing to go through massive risks to flee the “the discomforts of
localized existence”.’ Those ‘discomforts” vary across the countries and among migrants. They
may consist of anything from threats to life and liberty to lack of education and scarcity of
employment opportunities.” While conventions and several researchers consider these
incentives “discomforts”, others assume that although individuals' autonomous decision to
leave their home communities might seem partly a personal choice “voluntary”, they are driven
by a set of structural factors, which leave them in front of limited options for personal and
family survival.® Forced migrants, however, are the only category that “enjoys™ the protection
of the receiving state and the international community’s backup. for being regarded as victims.

Voluntary migrants in the meanwhile are punished for ‘willingly” crossing the borders.*

Castle (2005) emphasizes the difficulty of providing rigorous data on forced migration,
and also the fact that the number of individuals, who are regarded as forced migrants, is mainly
estimated. He claimed that figures used in his article involve people displaced by violence and
persecution without including those displaced by development, environmental change or
disasters.® As a result, there is no international standard legal definition of “forced migration.”

Several scholars attempted to approach the concept and to provide a practical comprehensive
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definition that embraces human rights concepts for broader protection norms. Goodwin-Gill

and Newman (2003) also confirm the absence of a unified definition. They point out:

Notwithstanding its attraction as an encompassing shorthand, “forced migration™ is
not yet a term of art in international law. There is no category of “forced migrant”
known to international law, whose status determines rights and obligations, or en-

gages the protection responsibilities of an international agency.'

The working definition that social researchers consensually rely on is The International
Association for the Study of Forced Migration’s (IASFM) of forced migration. It is considered
as “a general term that refers to the movements of refugees and internally displaced people
(those displaced by conflicts), as well as people displaced by natural or environmental
disasters, chemical or nuclear disasters, famine, or development projects.* International
human rights identify easily refugees within the category of “forced migrants™ with obvious
normative recognition of their rights as well as their classification standards. This category
includes persons with a “well-founded fear of persecution on account of race, national origin,
religion, or membership in a particular social group”. According to the Convention for the
Protection of Refugees ratified in 1951, the receiving states assume the responsibility of
protecting persons who had undergone persecution in their country of nationality.>’A UNHCR

document, quoted by Soguk (1999), appears to go even further:
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Behind the phenomena of moving lie deeper and often interrelated patterns of
political, economic, ethnic, environmental, or human rights pressures which are
further complicated by the interplay between domestic and international
factors....there are as many reasons for moving as there are migrants. (UNHCR,

1993, p. 13)!

The category of forced migration does not include only refugees and asylum seekers; it rather
involves other forms of migration, which are instigated by violence, persecution, development
projects, natural disasters or man-made catastrophes.? Castle (2006) stresses the fact that the
term forced migration includes several migrants, who, even if they belong to different legal and
political categories, have been forced to seek refuge in other countries but they are commonly
called ‘refugees’. The term ‘refugees’ refers instead to a narrower category of migrants from
an international refugee law according to which many other forced migrants are not included.
Castles (2006) also asserts strongly that the arbitrary categorization of migrants does not
necessarily reflect their situations and they usually do not fit into these categories. They are
rather the result of political negotiations and decisions taken by states and international
organizations for administrative purposes and political goals as an attempt to meet their needs.?
All types of forced migration have been existing since human history and they have always
occurred in the aftermath of war, conquest, economic change, and political conflict. In order to
understand these movements, one needs to find out the causes of conflicts and displacement
from a broader angle.* Stein (1981), in his article entitled “7he refugee experience: defining the
parameters of a field of study”, argued that the refugee experiences multiple stages of migratory

processes. He included in the list “perception of a threat; decision to flee; the period of extreme
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danger and flight; reaching safety; camp behavior, repatriation, settlement or resettlement; the
early and late stages of resettlement; adjustment and acculturation; and residual states and
changes in behavior caused by the refugee experience.” Turton (2003), commenting on Stein’s
argument, emphasizes that forced migrants’ distinctive experience. as well as needs, are
acknowledged. This, however, has led to restricting this category by establishing solely refugee
studies. Furthermore, forced migrants are very likely to be deemed as a homogeneous, passive
and needy category of people, who share the same experience of migration with all its patterns.
Therefore, he concurs with the idea of multiple experiences of refugees instead of the one

exclusive ‘Refugee Experience’.? Soguk (1999) also points out in this respect that:

...there is no intrinsic paradigmatic refugee figure to be at once recognized and
registered regardless of historical contingencies. Instead, there are a thousand
multifarious refugee experiences and a thousand refugee figures whose meanings

and identities are negotiated in the process of displacement in time and place.’

The term refugee is used loosely in everyday speech to refer to anyone who has been forced to
leave his or her home. However, this term is compelled to abide by the identified standards
provided in the 1951 convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 protocol. This
legal definition provides two main criteria: Persecution and ‘alienage’. The term ‘refugee’
refers only to a narrow-scale category of diverse types of forced migration.* The 1969 OAU
convention and the 1984 Cartagena Declaration for the Central American Region have

broadened the definition as well as the causes of refugee to include ‘external aggression,
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occupation, foreign domination or events seriously disturbing public order...” (OAU
Convention)' and ‘generalized violence, foreign aggression, internal conflicts, massive
violation of human rights or other circumstances which have seriously disturbed public
order...” (Cartagena declaration).” According to the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating

to the Status of Refugees:

owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion,
nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside
the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to
avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and
being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events,

is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.?

The notion of temporary protection was introduced in the 1990s, which refers to limiting
the receiving state’s protection of refugees fleeing war to a fixed period or for the duration of
the conflict. Refugees then should return home when the war is over and sometimes they might
even be enforced to leave.* Refugees, who have gained official recognition by the state, unlike
other forced migrants, usually have clear legal rights and enjoy the protection of UNHCR.?
Nevertheless, forced migration is commonly understood to refer to refugees but this category
includes actually other forms of migration that are characterized by compulsion and coercion.

While refugees enjoy clear legal rights, asylum seekers are less fortunate. The term first refers
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to the migrants, who have crossed international borders, but their officially legal refugee status
is still under treatment of the state. The procedure, then, may take many years to determine their
status. During their waiting period, asylum seekers in some countries are not allowed to work
and end up seeking shelter into the informal economy. In some cases, such as when they have
no passports, they are not even accepted by their country of origin if the receiving country

decides to deport them.!

Castles (2007) views forced migration and economic migration as indistinguishable. He
suggests in his analysis of the previous studies that forced migration is in the aftermath of global
economic and societal inequalities between North-South, which necessitates the theorization of
forced migration and establishing linkage to economic migration. > However, economic
migrants, on the contrary to forced migrants, do not have the right to request the receiving
state’s protection or the international community’s intervention. Nevertheless, a challenge that
bureaucracies may encounter is when migrants’ motivations combine forced and economic
drivers. The term ‘the migration-asylum nexus’ is used to address the complexity of making a
distinction between economic and forced migration and when the meaning of the two concepts

is blurred.?

Another form of forced migration is the so-called internally displaced persons (IDPs).
It refers to “persons who, as a result of persecution, armed conflict or violence, have been
forced to abandon their homes and leave their usual place of residence, and who remain within

the borders of their own country”.* Although they outnumber refugees and are included within
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general human rights conventions, IDPs receive very little assistance and protection from
international institutions. According to international law, internally displaced persons ought to
be protected by their own government, which is ironically responsible for their persecution and
displacement.! Environmental displacement is also listed as another type of forced migration.
This category usually affects a great number of people, who are coercively displaced due to
environmental change (ex; desertification, deforestation, land degradation, water pollution or

inundation), by natural disasters (industrial accidents, radioactivity).?

Trafficking of people across international borders is another intricate form of forced
migration. Trafficking of people is characterized by drastic inhumane specificities and bondage
features. Migrants become compulsorily enslaved and exploited by trafficking gangs; women
and children constitute the majority of trafficked people and they are very often exploited in the
sex industry all over the world. * According to United Nations report on trafficking in persons,
data collected during 2012-2014 period reveals that (57%) of all victims of trafficking are
actually trafficked transnationally by crossing at least one international border compared to
(43%) of victims, who are trafficked domestically -- within the borders of the same country.?
The percentage is very likely to be higher with the recent (2018) circulated videos on social
media, showing a large number of sub-Saharan transit migrants in Libya who have been

enslaved and trafficked by active gangs.

Having discussed the concept of migration, transit migration and the predominant types
of migration, the term I will be using throughout this thesis is irregular ‘transit” migration. This
term reflects more relevance to the category of migrants in this study and their experiences. In

the meanwhile, it does not classify the migrants based on their motives as much as it does
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actually classify them based on their intentions as well as their migratory experience. The
following chapter is going to address the question: how are migration and gender incorporated

in migration literature and in the prior empirical studies?

2. Gendering Migration

Early researchers in migration studies, as in many other fields of research, viewed
migration as a male-dominated phenomenon. They focused on studying migration patterns from
the perspective of male migrants. These researchers ended up producing numerous generalized
findings and theories, which later on employed to explicate both men’s and women'’s
experiences of migration. Therefore, it has become necessary to study migration from a gender
perspective to puzzle out the gendered complexities in the migratory experience of women and
to highlight the differences of women’s experience from that of men. Before addressing how
gender became incorporated in migration studies, 1 will initiate this chapter by tracing back,
first, the development of the concept of gender and then discuss how socialization function in

shaping men’s and women’s roles.

2.1.  Emergence of ‘Gender’

The term ‘gender’ is the product of feminism, a political and social movement that
emerged for the first time in the 18" century. The focal objective of this movement is to
advocate women’s rights and hammer down social, political and economic discrepancies based
on sex differences. Each movement encompasses distinctive but connected specificities and
crucial objectives.! Explaining, analyzing and changing patriarchal constructs were the main

objective of feminist scholars. Holmes (2007) emphasizes that the emergence of gender in
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sociological studies aims at addressing inequalities between women and men.' Then, what does

the concept ‘gender’ mean exactly?

2.1.1. Definition of ‘Gender’

The term ‘gender” was used for the first time in the 1970s by sociologists to establish
clear concepts and understanding of socially constructed differences between being feminine
and being masculine and the biological differences between males and females, which are
referred to as ‘sex’.? More specifically, the term ‘sex’ describes the anatomical and other
physical differences. Sociologists incorporated the term ‘gender’ in research paradigms to

address and discuss forms of femininity and masculinity as socially produced ways of acting.’

Western scientists of the period before 1700 believed that women and men represent
two variations of the same sex instead of being anatomically different. Women, according to
this scientific version of ‘one-sex/one-flesh” model, are reconsidered as the ‘imperfect’ versions
of men. Laqueur (1990) argued that biologists viewed the male’s and female's bodies.
regardless of being “similar’, are naturally unequal. Women’s reproductive organs were viewed
as being the same as men’s, not on the surface but from the inside instead. The ovaries were
seen as internal testes while the shaft of the vagina tipped by the clitoris was considered as
another form of the penis.* As a result, women and men share the same reproductive organs
but they are located in the wrong place for women. Besides, the fact that woman’s genitalia ‘do

not open’, is the reason for her natural deficiency and incompleteness in comparison to man’s
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naturally determined perfection.! Therefore, a woman was deemed as a reflection of man’s

imperfections.

From the Eighteenth Century onward, the physical differences between women and men
played a key role in determining what kinds of lives they will perform in their society. The
‘one-sex” model shifted, subsequently, to the ‘two-sex” model, which became dominantly
employed to understand sex differences.? Aristotle strongly emphasized the existence of two
‘different and distinct sexes’. However, he also endorsed the idea of women’s natural passivity
and men’s natural activity. These inconvertible facts, for him, preordain their roles within
society.” The introduction and dominance of functionalist thought within sociology in the 1950s
and early 1960s played a key role in explaining sociologically the differences between women
and men as socially constructed. At the outset of its development, mid-century functionalists
referred to the differences between women and men as ‘sex-role differences’. Robert Stoller
(1968), a social psychologist and a professor of psychiatry, was among the very few early
scholars who used the term ‘gender’ in their empirical and experimental studies. In his book
entitled Sex and Gender: the development of masculinity and femininity, he argued that sex and
gender are not necessarily synonymous and can actually be addressed as independent realms.
Nevertheless, these controversial terms are interconnected. Stoller (1968) also used the term
‘sex’ to refer to biological and physiological features that identify male and female. On the
other hand, the term ‘gender’ is used to refer to masculinity and femininity in relation to some

psychological phenomena including, behavior, feelings, thoughts and fantasies. *
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It is only in the 1970s when the concept of ‘gender’ came into sociological usage.
Functionalists generally linked the continuity of sex-role differences to social stability.’
Durkheim is a pioneering voice in this respect. For him, the fear of social disorder and chaos
because of the prevailing industrialism and tendencies towards individualism necessitated an
urgent solution to preserve social solidarity. The solution lies in the devel opment of the division
of labour; he clearly expressed that "the a"ivision of labor is the source, if not unique, at least
principal, of social solidarity."* In order to achieve effective enforcement of labour division
structure, a number of legal sanctions are legislated, which individuals are supposed to abide
and to match society’s moral principles.® The institution of family (wife, husband and children)
is deemed as a very important element that ensures social stability. Therefore, the labour
division between the sexes within the society, in general, and within the family, in particular,
besieges the negative consequences of modernity and reinforces the continuity of social
solidarity and stability.* Man and woman, consequently, are assigned two distinctive
differentiated roles, which, for Durkheim, are based on and matched with biological,
physiological and psychological differences. He emphasized that "one of the sexes takes care
of the affective functions and the other of intellectual functions." Women’s role, therefore, has
been determined to be restricted to internal, private, affective tasks, and men undertake the

external, public, instrumental tasks.’

From the foregoing discussion on Durkheim’s standpoint, one can deduce that
occupational role differences, which are believed to match physiological and psychological

differences, were viewed as the method regulated by several social and legal sanctions and that
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effectively functions to promote social stability. Durkheim’s argument of labour division and
social solidarity triggers an important question: does the society recognize an equal value of
men’s and women’s contribution in reinforcing and maintaining ‘social solidarity’? Sydie
(1994), commenting on Durkheim’s examination, explained that “the essential role of the family
was actually maintained at the expense of women, especially when they had no means to escape
the relationship.”" Therefore, the strength of the society and its solidarity depended upon
maintaining the inequalities between women and men, and particularly the subordination of
women to men. Weber, similarly to Durkheim, believed that women’s subordinate social role
is naturally determined. However, Weber focused in his analysis on concepts of patriarchy and
power. Patriarchy, for Weber, is a form of domination exerted over members of the household
group. Patriarchialism means "the authority of the father, the husband, the senior of the house,
the sib elder over the members of the household and sib . . " The power is, therefore, held by
the eldest male figure within the household, excluding of course women and children. He went

further and justified his argument that:

the woman is dependent because of the normal superiority of the physical and
intellectual energies of the male, and the child because of his objective helplessness,
the grown-up because of habituation, the persistent influence of education and the
effect of firmly rooted memories from childhood and adolescence, and the servant
because from childhood on the facts of life have taught him that he lacks protection

outside the master's sphere and that he must submit to him to gain that protection.?

According to Weber’s statement, women, children as well as slaves are dictated to obey the

male master in the household group but their inferiority to men is justified with different
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reasons. For women, subordination and inferiority are biologically determined; the children’s
helplessness enforces them to depend on the adult male master; whereas, slaves’ and servants’
submissiveness is attained through fear and the feeling of insecurity. Therefore, patriarchy is a
structural system that not only strongly reinforces the subordination of women in relation to
men but also justifies it as the result of the biological and physiological differentials. Children
and slaves, on the other hand, unlike women, learn their position within this household structurev
either willingly or by force. Sydie (1994), hence, ended up with the conclusion that “the
differentiation among the members is through nature for women and children, but through

nurture or socialization and experience for others.”!

Despite the successive attempts to explicate the prevalent differentials between women
and men, a great debate over what makes people the way they still exists. Most people share a
similar standpoint that individuals are shaped by natural and social factors, but some still
assume that the natural elements are more important; while others, including most sociologists,
argue that social factors are the most influential in making individuals who they are.?> These
gender differences are likely to be understood as a product of the patriarchal social system that
legitimizes the dominance of men in relation to and over women.® The inequalities between
women and men were not only socially produced but also scholarly embraced, confirmed and
entrenched. Marx, for example, seems more neutral to these gender inequalities. Regardless of
the fact that he recognized inequality between the sexes as a problem, this problem is of
secondary importance in comparison to the capitalist exploitation of workers.* For him,

therefore, gender hierarchy is less significant compared to economic hierarchy.
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In the early 1970s, Oakley (1985) in her intriguing and rigorous work, Sex, Gender and
Society, started using the term ‘gender’ to make a distinction from ‘sex’ the biological term.
For her “*sex’ is a word that refers to the biological differences between male and female: the
visible difference in genitalia, the related difference in procreative function. ‘Gender' however
is a matter of culture: it refers to the social classification into 'masculine’ and 'feminine'.!
Oakley (1985), throughout her exhaustive examination of these two contentious concepts,
clearly distinguished the term ‘sex’, which is a biological term, from the term ‘gender’, which,
on the other hand, refers to psychological and cultural traits that include “dressing code,
gesture, occupation, social network and personality.”® From a psychological perspective, ‘sex-
differences” were not useful since they failed to identify any really significant differences
between how women and men use their minds.® Psychoanalysts generally presume that men
are ‘normal” and women are ‘lacking’. Feminists criticized vehemently Freud’s theory where

he assumed that ideas about the penis are predominant not only to male identity but also to

female identity.*

Delphy (2002) problematizes the continuity of thinking of gender as an outcome of sex.
She counters the idea of viewing gender as a ‘social dichotomy’ determined by a ‘natural
dichotomy’. For her, gender represents ‘the content’ and sex represents ‘the container’. While
‘gender’ is considered as a variable and fluctuating, sex, being part of nature, is viewed as the
container that is fixed and unchanging because nature ‘does not change’.> Delphy (2002)
questions the possibility of recognizing the independence of gender from sex. She argues that
“sex comes first, chronologically and hence logically — although it is never explained why this

should be so. ... Suggesting or admitting the precedence of sex, even implicitly, leads to one
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being located, objectively, in a theory where sex causes, or explains, gender. "' Qakley (1985),
however, stress strongly that the relation between sex and gender is inevitably a cultural

construct.?

De Beauvoir (1949) in her philosophy-based work, The Second Sex, which has
established the grounds for most subsequent efforts to understand gender inequalities, she
revolutionarily and eloquently stated, “one is not born, but rather becomes, a woman®.® This
statement plainly acknowledges that women and men are socially or culturally but certainly not
naturally made what they are. De Beauvoir also strongly emphasizes in the following quote that
“no biological, psychological, or economic fate determines the figure that the human female
presents in society, it is civilization as a whole that produces this creature, intermediate
between male and eunuch, which is described as feminine.”* She, therefore, countered any other
interference apart from that of the cultural influence during the socializing processes. For her,
cultural norms are the one and only determinants of constructing femininity and masculinity
traits and roles. De Beauvoir (1956) is actually a prominent feminist scholar who also critically
approached the otherness of ‘woman’ within patriarchal societies in her book The Second Sex.
She stoutly interrogated the essentialism of ‘man’ and rejected the identification of ‘woman’ as

‘not being a man”.’

West and Zimmerman (1987) argued in their widely known article on ‘doing gender’

that gender is best understood as a routine we must work at in everyday interaction. This routine
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involves acting as feminine or masculine. Their argument revolves around the necessity to
distinguish the term ‘gender’ from ‘sex’ as well as from ‘sex category’. ‘Sex’ should be a
reference mainly to biological criteria, such as chromosomes and genes, used to identify who
is male and who is female. This scientific explanation is not absorbed by ordinary people; that
is why the term ‘sex category’ is necessary to address the classification of someone’s sex based
on simple observation of their appearance. For example, do they have a beard to help classify
them as male? ‘Gender’ refers, then, to the methods people adopt that would enable them to
classify someone into a sex category, ‘male’ or ‘female’.! They went further in their argument
and state that doing gender is a constant process that requires individuals to engage with socially
embedded and prevailing ideas, which induce women and men to look and act in different and
particular ways that acknowledge their ‘sex category’. It is, therefore, an ongoing activity
entrenched by the society in everyday social interaction.? It is true that each culture has its own
specificities but processes like colonization, globalization and migration contribute to
disseminating ideas about femininity and masculinity from one culture to another.® Despite the
differences between cultures, the circulation of ideas around the globe has become very easy
especially with the emergence of new forms of media. This cultural influence means that
researchers, for a better and comprehensive understanding, are supposed to question the taken-
for-granted beliefs and practices of femininity and masculinity in different societies.* Such
investigation will certainly pave the way to reveal facts about the differences and commonalities
between women and men across the globe. In other words, exploring and examining the social
character of both women in different societies will promote explaining the way processes of
socialization function to shape the social expectations of individuals’ roles within society. The

following section will discuss the multiple ways processes of socialization function to make
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individuals who they are. The examination will also include highlighting some gender roles,

imbalances as well as stereotypes within different societies.

2.1.2. Socialization Processes

Talcott Parsons (1956), a major American functionalist within the twentieth century,
argued that ‘sex-role differences’ between women and men are ‘complementary roles’. This
statement played a key role within functionalism to establish gender. He clearly described how
and why women and men are socialized into these ‘sex roles’. Parson, first, on the contrary to
other sociologists, explained these differences from a sociological point of view instead of
biological. He argued that the nature of modern social life necessitates someone to stay home
and care for children and the other to be a breadwinner. The emotional ‘expressive’ role, which
is very important in the early stage of socialization processes, is assigned to women; while the

rational and economic role is assigned to men."'

Holmes (2007), however, views Parson’s argument as “a description of current gender
expectations than an explication of the inequalities accompanying the differing sex roles.”
Indeed. Parson saw ‘sex-role differences’ as complementary and very important for social
stability but he disregarded to explicate the fact these roles are differentially valued. Women’s
‘emotional role’ is usually underestimated and belittled in comparison to the ‘paid work role’
of men. Regardless of the prevailing social beliefs and impediments at that time, women strived
for their rights and were able to enter the labour market. They have made an important
contribution to economic and social development. These changes, however, introduced other
forms of inequalities between men and women. Women, for example, were stigmatized for

being unable to perform certain jobs. The society perceived women as unqualified intellectually
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and physically to participate effectively in some particular job positions; there were jobs
thought of as ‘only” for women and others ‘only” for men. At the outset, Sociologists referred
to this division of works, which assumed the existence of men’s jobs and women’s jobs, as the
sexual division of labour. This term has been changed recently into the gendered division of
labor." However, the ongoing social changes has not stopped the continuity of inequalities in
labour market. Although women work on an equal basis to their men co-workers, they receive
unequal payment. At the beginning of the twenty-first century, the figures revealed that women

earn around 60 per cent of the male average worldwide.?

Mead (1967), throughout a detailed examination of the variations in different cultures,
in her book, Male and Female, pointed out whatever men do is always culturally valued more
than what the women do.? She focused on providing a profound examination of the life cycle
and the interaction of girls and boys in relation to women and men within the family and the
community (society or tribe). In many rural African cultures, for example, although women
undertake the burden of the majority of heavy carrying and agricultural hard works, socially
this is less important than the lighter tasks men typically perform like crafts and other activities
that bring in a cash income.* As a result, women’s work no matter how hard or heavy is
culturally unrecognized and undervalued. Another aspect of inequality between men and
women is reflected in poverty. The United Nations evoked the term ‘the feminization of
poverty” to express their solicitude and to shed more light on the constantly growing number of

women who live in poverty; they overwhelmingly outnumber men in this area.’
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Most sociologists have concurred and emphasized on the idea that gender is something
we become; being feminine or masculine is the construction of powerful social structures that
is beyond an individual’s control. Nevertheless, some other sociologists suggest and focus more
on individuals® ability to make choices about how they behave and shape others’ lives.'
Therefore, men and women possess a certain share of the capability to make a decision about
how they do gender, but these choices are made with regard to other variations and particular
time and places. Holmes (2007) for example considers “socialization theories to be lacking
because they overemphasize the power of social structures in shaping individuals’ gender. The
extent to which individuals are able to exercise some agency, or play a part, in how they become

gendered is often under-recognized.”* She (2007) went further and stated that socialization as:

processes by which we learn what it means to be an adult human being within our
society. Socialization operates through social institutions such as families, school,
work, the media, and generally through social interaction. Children learn to see

themselves and what they do in relation to the people around them.?

Drawing on this quote, Holmes considers socialization as a set of mechanisms that prepare
individuals to embody the meaning of adults in the society where they live. These mechanisms
operates through social agents, which ingrain, entrench and disseminate cultural ideologies and
standards. The learning process starts from childhood through daily interaction with these social
agents and institutions. However, she emphasized the very essential and active role that
individuals play during this process. Researchers usually do not acknowledge this role and view

individuals as passive recipients with no agency.
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Skeggs (1997) argued that femininity is expressed in different ways by each class-
category of women, which however differentially valued by society. Working-class women’s
femininity is expressed in different ways to middle-class women, whose femininity is regarded
as.the ideal. As a result, working-class women will acknowledge that middle-class styles of
femininity are more highly respected within society than their own ways of dressing and
conducting. ' The right to education was one of the early fundamental objectives of feminist
activists. Girls and women were not allowed to go to schools. Delamont (1978) underscored
that although compulsory primary education was introduced in most western nations in the late
nineteenth century, wealthy women usually had fewer chances in comparison to their brothers
to be educated. Wealthy women at least had limited chances but for middle and working-class
women, education was perceived either as a threat to or as a distraction from preparing them to

their natural duties as wives and mothers.?

Oakley (1972) was among the first sociologists to extend ideas about socialization as an
attempt to understand both processes of learning gender and the social construction of
femininity and masculinity. She, similarly to other sociologists, suggested the probability of the
fact that women and men were only as different as a society made them.? However, Holmes
(2007) views that Oakley disregarded the family institution to consider ‘non-parental’ processes
such as school textbooks and the mass media that play a very influential role in reinforcing
gender differences.* In this respect, Stanley and Wise (2002) define socialization as a process
that aims at transforming children into social beings who embody particular social norms and
values and consequently embrace the characteristics of roles the society expects them to

perform. Socialization for most feminists is a sort of “self-fulfilling prophecy”, which refers to
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“a self-perpetuating system” that transmits from generation to generation.”" They expressed
that feminists are primarily concerned about sex role socialization. For them, however, “sex
role, or gender role, socialization is that bit of the process by which children come to be not

i

only social beings, but either ‘feminine’ or ‘masculine’ ones.”

Individuals are supposed to learn from the attributes and roles assigned to them from
different sources and throughout stages in the life cycle. Childhood is a very important stage in
socialization. Parents play a very significant role in transmitting gender to their offspring.
Stanley and Wise (1983) in another reference have pointed out that the focus of many
socialization theories is not just on families, or even parents, but also on the role of mothers.?
Children also learn at an early age from another institution that involves comparing their parents
to others. Schools and education are very powerful and systematic institutions that shape and
entrench gender differences. Weitzman (1972) argues that pre-schooling, the very early stage
of posterior stages of education, has initiated the learning process of *sex-role identification®
and ‘sex-role expectations’.* The children’s books mirrors the prevailing values and norms of
the culture that consequently has ingrained gender disparities and inequalities. Aspects of these
inequalities within the classroom have included the gendering of subjects that disadvantage
girls, the absence of role models, sexist resources, and the way classroom interaction operates
to favour boys.’ Not only schooling institutions contributed to ingraining gender differences,
but also the absence of women in highly regarded powerful social positions projected the roles

that girls are supposed to play and contributed to entrenching that those leading roles are only

! Stanley, L., and Wise, S., “What’s wrong with socialization?” In Stevi, Jackson and Sue Scott. Gender: a
Sociological Reader. London: Routledge Taylor & Francis, 2002. P: 273.

2 Ibid, P: 273.

3 Stanley, L. and Wise, S., Breaking Out: Feminist Consciousness and Feminist Research. London: Routledge.
1983 cited in Holmes, M., What is Gender? : Sociological Approaches. London: SAGE, 2007P: 44.
4Weitzman, L. (et al.) “Sex-role socialization in picture books for preschool children” American Journal of
Sociology. 77/ 6, 1972.1125-1150. P: 1125.

3 Ibid, P: 1126.



appropriate for men.! Furthermore, textbooks and readers were among the socializing
instruments that were criticized in the 1970s for negatively reinforcing gender differences.
Learning resources and textbooks displayed less often women and portrayed boys and girls in
stereotyped ways.” For example, boys in early readers were often portrayed as active and in
powerful leading roles, while girls were mainly shown as inferior beings involved with
nurturing or doing domestic work.3'The children, therefore, through the process of assimilation,
acquire from textbooks the roles they are supposed to identify with and to perform as a child
and adult as well. Hartley (1972) had, in fact, another point of view. She suggested in her work
that during childhood boys learn their specified roles from symbolic sources and peer groups
and by trial and error and indirection because of the absence of fathers who are supposed to be
the breadwinners. On the contrary, girls learn femininity attitudes and their roles directly from
adult female models such as mothers and teachers. In her study, which was based on
interviewing a sample of schoolgirls, Sharpe (1976) revealed that the working-class girls
expressed their desire to rush out into marriage and /or to the workforce because they feel bored
in the school. These findings have been explained as being ‘schooled’ into them and limited
their ability to shape a less ‘narrow’ life. She also accuses the society in general and the schools

in particular for ‘brainwashing’ the girls’ ways of thinking.’

It has become possible to deduce from what has been discussed previously that most
scholars consider gender something is imposed on individuals via a set of social ideologies.

Walby (1990) argued that gender is determined and gender inequalities are entrenched through
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six structures: paid work, household production, culture, sexuality, violence, and the state.'
Alternatively, Connell (2002) expressed that gender regime is done to us (and by us) via four
main dimensions of social structures: the relations of power, production, emotions and the
symbolic.? Connell (1995) also asserted in his book, Masculinities, the requirement of
considering things as ‘production and consumption, institutions, and social struggle’ for a better
understanding of gender. He explains, “masculinity is constructed in relation to what it is not,
and that means especially, but not only, femininity. We understand what ‘masculine’ means by
»3

contrasting it to things we think of as ‘not masculine’”.” Therefore, femininity embodies

everything masculinity is not.

Stanley (2002) declared the absence of causal correlation between biological and social
differences between men and women. She identifies three types of variations to justify this
absence. The first variations are between cultures. Stanley (2002) argues that sex globally forms
a universal categorization that “involves a hierarchy in which it is men and men’s activities and
attributes which are the more highly valued.”* She goes on with her argument and considers
‘gender’ as variously constructed and understanding the ‘same’ behaviors may differ
throughout different cultures.’ The examination of gender from an anthropological perspective
is very important. Cultural comparisons contribute to the identification of specificities and
peculiarities of individuals® life within their and other social environments. The main objective
of this process is to demonstrate that what may be considered as axiomatic and naturally made

is, in fact, the product of history and culture.® Giddens (1986) emphasized that “sociological
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analysis can play an emancipatory role in human society”.! Therefore, to explain and
understand gender, a sociological comparison from an anthropological perspective is very
necessary. This process demonstrates that different social environment has inevitably different

significance of being born a woman (or a man).

The second evidence is variations in one culture over time. Stanley (2002) suggests
looking at one culture from a historical approach to figure out aspects of changes within the
same culture over time.> Mills (1959) also emphasized that understanding the history of a
particular society paves the way towards understanding the life of a woman or man within that
society. Changes in the perception of sex differences over time help to illustrate the centrality
of the social circumstances in determining what it means to be a woman or a man.* Stanley
(2002) argues that Capitalism, for example, has brought very significant changes in the
economic and social roles of women and men.* Rowbotham (1973) attempted in Hidden from
History to reveal the hidden history of women because of the fact that women’s lives were not
considered as either significant or interesting to be studied within the mainstream history. Her
work focused on highlighting and examining the changes brought about not only by capitalist
development but also by developments within capitalism.” Macfarlane (1979), on the other
hand, throughout his rigorous examination of the history of individuals® ownership in England.
strongly claimed that in the ‘pre-capitalist’ period (from 1350 to 1750) women were controlled
and the subject of several forms of discrimination, but also that they had the right of ownership

of lands and properties. They also by the Common Law could and did inherit and run their own
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businesses.' Oakley (1985) added in this respect that in the period from 1540 to 1640, women
were definitely struggling for their rights in society but the problem “was maintaining these
rights rather than obtaining them™.? The last evidence, that Stanley (2002) highlights, revolves
around the variations in one culture at one point in time. She provides the example of
intersexuality in this case. She indicates that there are at least fifteen different forms of
intersexuality. The very common forms are probably ‘Kleinfelter’s syndrome’ and ‘Turner’s

syndrome.*?

Most feminists concurred that gender traits and roles are assigned to children (babies)
according to the appearance of their genitals. Mothers instill gender by differentiating between
children of different sexes throughout behaving differently towards them.* Within the process
of socialization, norms, values and behaviors, children are seen as the ‘content’ that is derived
from the demands and requirements of the ‘system’, which encompasses patriarchy and
capitalism. The needs and requirements of the system are translated through the ideology of
family life.” Stanley and Wise (2002), based on feminist descriptions of the processes involved
in ‘learning gender’, identify three sub-processes that include ‘imitation’. ‘identification’ and
‘internalization’. Children tend to imitate the behaviors of those people they identify with.
Those people they first identify with are usually their parents particularly their fathers. Girls,
on the other hand, are presumed to sexually identify later through the internalization of outside

pressures.®
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According to Weinreich’s (2003) suggestions socialization involves “the ‘transmission’
of behaviors, roles, attributes and beliefs to the next generation and has three key facets. The
first focuses on internalization through direct prescription, example and expectation. The
second emphasizes the part played by ‘socializing agents’ (primarily but not exclusively the
family), who hold stereotypical beliefs about the sex-appropriate characteristics and which are
reflected in their socialization practices. The third is that many aspects of socializaﬁon are
particularly concerned with sex roles. The latter are mainly cultural in origin although

‘undoubtedly’, Weinreich feels that some are based on biological elements.'
2.2.  Feminist Critical Views of Early Migration Literature

Early researchers in migration studies viewed migration as a male-dominated
phenomenon. Having examined socializing processes from multiple dimensions and
highlighted the many factors that overlap and function to mold individuals’ roles, this sub-
chapter is going to shed light on how feminist sociologists evaluated and criticized early
migration studies and the generalizations they produced. The discussion will then move to

explore the way gender has become incorporated in migration studies and its importance.
2.2.1. Gender and International Migration Theories

During the 1980s and early 1990s scholars in sociology, particularly feminists,
extensively criticized the inattentiveness of researchers within migration studies to the
significantly growing number of international women migrants. Their migration experience was
not even acknowledged as different from that of men.? Feminist scholars tended to extensively

and intensively examine the previous migration studies and aspects of gender-blindness. For
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Grieco and Boyd (2003) the first aspect of inattention of female migrants is in equating
‘men=general” and ‘female=specific’. The use of the term ‘migrant’ in early migration research
on male migration referred to ‘male migrant’ but without using the term ‘male’ or ‘man’. On
the contrary, studies conducted on female migration the term ‘female’ or ‘woman’ was included
to ‘migrant.”! Based on this statement, one can facilely deduce that women were tackled in
research as a specific group, or better to say as a minority that does not worth to be recognized

and studied.

Schrover and Moloney (2013) agree with Grieco and Boyd (2003) that the focus of early
examination on migration was either exclusively on men migrants or addressed migrants in
‘genderless’ terms. Consequently, migration decisions and experiences of both men and women
were, based on the one and only (heterosexual) male experience, were presumed to be affected
by similar motives and circumstances.? As a result, the early studies on migration produced a
number of homogenous and gender-insensitive theories and researchers applied them to
explicate and understand the patterns of both male and female migration. In other words, early
researchers regarded male migration as the norm and presented the female migration as the

exception.

Grieco and Boyd (2003) go on to argue that the absence of gender-sensitive theories
resulted in a plain failure to explain better gender differences in migration. They robustly
criticized migration research for not only disregarding and stereotyping migrant women but
also for the predominant use of gender-blind conceptual models that clearly fail to explicate
comprehensively the reciprocal influence between gender and migration. For them, “gender

insensitivity occurs when researchers merely add sex as a variable or sub-population in
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analyses without either reassessing the latent conceptual framework or developing new models
to explicate gender differences.” Despite the growing attention to the constantly increasing
number of migrant women, researchers conducted very little systematic research to explain the
mechanism and the patterns of international female migration. The vast majority of studies
either depended on a descriptive approach without any regard to systematic comparisons or

focused more on theoretical assumptions instead of empirical evidence.?

Gender analyses were first introduced in migration research within human geography in
the mid-1980s. According to Skeldon (1995), “migration research using biographical
approach was primarily a "male" perspective until the second half of the 1980s.”* Chant and
Radcliffe (1992) also argue that despite highlighting gender disparities in developing countries,
very few migration studies focused on examining systematically gender differences and
inequalities.* They (1992) described contemporary theories and frameworks as “female-aware™
rather than “gender-aware”. 3 Therefore, early studies on migration focused extensively on
women migrants instead of adopting a gender approach that may best explain gender

differences within migration patterns.

Grieco and Boyd (2003) argue that gender, be it a social construction, is deeply
embedded in other processes that seem gender-neutral. They called for a profound examination

of the way gender is implicated in the seemingly gender-neutral migratory process by using a
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gender-sensitive approach.! The micro-level and functionalist approaches like push-pull and
neo-classical theories, which focused on human capital attributes and were dominant during the
pre-1970s, were criticized by Lee (1996) for “regarding migrants as a homogenous group,
ignoring the way attributes such as ethnicity, gender and class stratify migrant laborers in both

migration flows and labor markets.

The previous discussion reveals that women were not excluded entirely from the
migration discipline. There are some considerable attempts to examine female migration and
bring out the forgotten into the platform of discussion. However, these studies produced
stereotypical and biased explanations of female migration. Women migrants were often
presented as dependents, focusing on their roles as mothers and wives and viewed as lacking
the qualifications for the labor market. Dhar (2007) emphasized the fact that “lack of
importance given 1o women in migration is due to the societal context, where women’s roles
and positions in the family and the community emphasize their dependence on men. Their
movements 1o overseas destinations are believed to be limited and ofien associated with men’s
emigration.” As a result, women either were made invisible or were attached restrictively to
their culturally constructed patriarchal roles, considered as dependents and lacking the

autonomy to make the decision to migrate.

The majority of studies conducted in the past two decades on female migration in
developing countries viewed the latter as the aftermath of poverty, ignoring the fact that many
low-income women in some poor countries do not emigrate abroad. A profound investigation

in the causal mechanism of female migration necessitates looking beyond economic factors,
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especially poverty-related explanations.! Lee (1996) encouraged the researchers to adopt the
alternative of structuralist approaches instead of functionalist approaches since they shed light
on the significant role of social constructs such as race, gender, and class in molding
individuals® experiences of migration.? Oishi (2000) also pointed out that although the majority
of women migrants fall in the category of “unskilled laborers”, they are not necessarily
uneducated. He provided the example of Filipino migrants in Hong Kong and Singapore, who
work in unskilled occupations such as housemaids and care workers even though one-third of

them declared to have some college education.?

As an attempt to proof that economic indicators do not convincingly explain
international migration of Asian women, in his study on gender and migration in some Asian
countries Oishi (2000) found out that even though in Sri Lanka, the rate of unemployed men is
higher than women’s, women still comprise 79% of total out-migrants. On the other hand, in
Pakistan, the rate of unemployed women is much higher than that of men, and yet, women
account for only 1% of the out-migrants.* These findings, therefore, have sufficiently refuted
the explanation, based on neoclassical theory, that both men’s and women’s migration as a
result of labor supply without taking into account gender differences. This reflects the reason
why feminist researchers criticized neoclassical human capital approaches for being gender-

neutral.
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2.2.2. Incorporating Gender in Migration Studies

Feminists and academic scholars criticized vehemently traditional migration studies and
classical theories for two essential points: first, for adopting a gender-blind approach when
addressing migration-related issues; and second, for producing the biased assumption that
women play a passive role in the process of migration. This increased awareness has paved the
way for a research agenda that focuses more on specificities of female migration and integration
experiences (Mahieu et al., 2009).! To remedy the prior exclusion of women migrants from
migration studies, feminist scholars attempted to theorize women’s migration. Gender

incorporation in migration discipline went through three developmental stages.

The first stage is what Hondagneu-sotled (2003) calls as “women and migration” and it
is characterized by adopting later “add and stir”” approach. Based on this approach, researchers
added and examined women migrants’ performance with regard to education and labor market
participation and then simply compared to migrant men’s participation.> One can elicit that the
first stage is inspired by the first phase of feminist movement’s rudiments. For Schrover and
Moloney (2013) women were ‘added’ to the literature on migration but without setting gender
as the center of analysis, which eventually resulted in an absence of a systematic explanation

of differences between women migrants and men migrants. *

The second stage is called “women only”. Researchers in this stage shifted to examining
exclusively and separately examination of female migration. The historian Gabacia (1992)

mentioned, “the number of volumes exploring immigrant women separately from men now
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exceeds the volumes that successfully integrate women into general accounts.” ! The excessive
focus of research on women, which is meant to be on gender and migration, becomes a form of
restitution for the absence of women in early studies. Nevertheless, no one can deny the
contribution of these studies to understanding the gendered nature of migration. Yet, the
usefulness of a particular approach that focuses on comparing men to women is widely
acknowledged because as Lenz (et al. 2002) clearly emphasize, “gender is interwoven with
migration and gendered migration is on the move.”’* Hence, ‘women only’ approach
paradoxically furthered the marginalization of immigrant women into a segregated subfield,
away from the major dynamics of immigration. Therefore, the intensive focus on addressing
distinctively female migration contributed to the continuous seclusion of women in the

periphery instead of bringing it out to the center of migration research.

The subsequent stage shifted from focusing mainly on women to addressing “gender
and migration”. The core objective of this phase is “the gendering of migration patterns and
how migration reconfigures new systems of gender inequality for women and men.”> The
integrative approaches fundamentally explain migrant’s decision of migration with the focus
on family, household or migrant network.* Feminist scholars, therefore, have shifted from
dealing with gender as a constitutive element of gender relations within the frame of family and
households to a broader understanding of gender and race that shape other patterns of men’s

and women’s daily practices, beliefs and institutions.

I Gabaccia, D., “Introduction”. In D. Gabaccia (Ed.), Seeking common ground: Multidisciplinary

studies of immigrant women in the United States (pp. xi—xxvi). Westport, CT: Greenwood. 1992, P: xv. Cited in
Hondagneu-Sotled P. “Gender and Immigration: A Retrospective and Introduction” in Pierrette Hondagneu-
sotled (ed.). Gender and US Immigration: Contemporary Trends. California: California UP, 2003. P : 6.
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