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Abstract

Throughout the early modern period, European privateers, corsairs, and brigands were
sailing the Mediterranean and, with a lesser degree, eastern Atlantic seashores in search of ill-
defended Muslims. Their piratical sorties were so traumatic that the natives became so
anxious and terrified. This menace represented the underbelly of maritime trade and voyage:
it was a risk for passengers, traders, and fishermen as well as pilgrims on their way to Mecca.
Evidence confirms that the normal course of the lives of thousands of them was interrupted
and they were humiliatingly hauled off to slavemarkets scattered all over Christendom where
merchants and brokers bargained over their prices. Such hostile motion was, in every respect,
a vestige of the on-going clash between Crescent and Cross. All indications confirm that
before long, it turned out to be a continental crisis that continued to dominate much of the
political, religious, military, and social connections between Muslim lands and the so-called
Abode of war. Yet surprisingly, we find that the more this issue obsessed Muslim
communities, the less consideration it received from contemporaneous Western historians
studying slavery in the Mediterranean basin, who, semi-consciously if not well-intentionally,
turned a blind eye to the agonies of Muslim slaves in the hands of the Christians.

Given this lack of critical academic attention to the stories of these enslaved Muslims,
this dissertation seeks to explore their journeys of servitude in Europe during the early
modern period. It aims at unravelling the historical circumstances behind the unprecedented
outbreak of this hostile motion and how it has led to the creation of small-scale communities
of Muslim subalterns in different regions in Christendom. The significance, however, of this
topic does stem neither from counting how many Muslims were seized nor from describing
how they negotiated power relations. The relevance of the exploration of their stories of
despair lies, in fact, in the articulation of counter-hegemonic narratives, which do forcefully
challenge contemporaneous Western scholarship and historiography about the encounter
between Muslims and Christians. Following on from this, the main contention of this study is
to bring to the fore these slaves’ “small récits” to remedy the imbalance of Western macro-
historical texts which dispersed their legacy and (hi)stories into the shadows of history. It
intends to revisit their history to de-enslave it from the effects of the Eurocentric exclusionary
trend adopted by modern grand vocal narratives; it seeks out to impair the ideology of silence
imposed on them and allow them, in reverse, to rewrite “history from below.”

Key words: Muslims; Christians; Slavery; On-going clash; Historiography; Euro-centric

narratives; Subalterns; De-enslave; Rewrite.
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NOTE ON TRANSLATION AND THE USE OF SOME TERMS

All translations are mine, unless otherwise indicated.

I use the word “Maghreb” to refer to the region of North Africa bordering the Mediterranean
Sea and | use Turkey to refer not necessarily to contemporary Turkey, but to the Ottoman

Empire.



