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The once modest concept of cohesiveness has in recent years become
distinguished by the proliferation of meaning attached to it. With the growing
interest in group psychology, cohesiveness as a concept has assumed some
importance for it represents an attempt to formalize or simply verbalize the key
group phenomena of membership continuity — the “cement” binding together

group members and maintaining their relationships to one another!.
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1 Stanley Schachter, Norris Ellertson, Dorothy McBride, Doris Gregory, “An Experimental Study of Cohesiveness
and Productivity”, Human Relations 4 (August 1951), pp. 229
2 Ibid. pp. 229
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! Stanley Schachter, Norris Ellertson, Dorothy McBride, Doris Gregory, “An Experimental Study of Cohesiveness
and Productivity”, pp. 229-230

2 Ibid. pp. 230

3 Ibid. pp. 229

* Collins, Barry E., and Bertram H. Raven, “Group structure: Attraction, coalitions, communication,
and power”, Handbook of Social Psychology 4 (1969) pp 120, in Blair Wheaton, “Interpersonal
Conlflict and Cohesiveness in Dyadic Relationships”, Sociometry 37 (September 1974), pp. 330

5 Blair Wheaton, “Interpersonal Conflict and Cohesiveness in Dyadic Relationships” pp. 330
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! George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: An Integrative Review”, Journal of Marriage and
Family 27 (February 1965), pp. 19
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Marriage is an arrangement of procreation, a way of caring for the

oftspring of sexuality, defining their legitimate descent, and the main or

ultimate responsibility for their upbringing.
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“In the beginning, men differed in nothing from other animals in
their way of life. As they wandered up and down in the woods, and
women were in common, it happened that children never knew their

fathers, but only their mothers.”
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“In the Orthodox and Catholic interpretations, it is — marriage - a
holy act, a sacrament, a gift of divine grace. But the criteria for a properly
constituted marriage was for long unclear and controversial within the
Catholic tradition itself, because the Church also recognized that mutual
consent of bride and groom to marry was per se a valid criterion, unless
voided by the Church. This complex situation, with the established
possibility of clandestine marriages, kept medieval ecclesiastical courts

busy”
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“A group of persons united by the ties of marriage, blood or
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communicating with each other in their respective social roles of
husband and wife, mother and father, son and daughter, brother

and sister creating a common culture”
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“The family is a small social group, normally composed of a father,
a mother, and one or more children, in which affection and responsibility
are equitably shared and in which the children are reared to become self-

controlled and socially-motivated persons”
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“The family is an enclosure in the open battlefields of sex and
power, delimiting the free-for-all by staking out boundaries, between
members and non-members, substituting rights and obligations for free
trade and perpetual combat ... It 1s a regulator of sexual relations,
determining who may, who must, and who must not, have sexual

relations with whom”
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“A family is a group of persons directly linked by kin connections,

the adult members of which assume responsibility for caring for children”
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times has been in transition from an institution with family behavior
controlled by the mores, public opinions and law to a companionship
with family behavior arising from the mutual aftection and consensus of
its members”
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“Marital relationships were quite stable as long as they were based
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partners tries to impose his or her will on the other; quite often the
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disagreement causes both of them to act in a disagreeable manner, and no
less often the unresolved conflicts cause serious damage to the marital
relationships and lead to separation and divorce”
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“Today, a great many young women do not intend to get married.
They see no reason for it and prefer to stay alone or to live with a man

they love without accepting legal commitment”
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“Social change has difterent eftects on families and individuals

within families at difterent stages of the life cycle”
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“Families...have been our most durable social unit. From hunting
and gathering bands through the most complex modern State, family
units have been adapting to, and at the same time influencing, the

course of development of other parts of society”
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“It makes good analytical sense to view an institution in terms of an
equilibrium, between the pattern of rights and obligations, on one hand,
and the distribution of power resources among the members, on the
other ... Those privileged by it can maintain their status because their
resources of control and of sanction match their rights, while those who

have few power resources have more duties than rights”
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“Over the past few decades, numerous researchers have used the
constructs of rewards, barriers, and alternatives to study marital cohesion.
Rewards involve the positive outcomes associated with being in a
relationship, barriers encompass psychological forces that restrain people
from leaving relationships, and alternatives reflect the attractiveness of
potential partners other than one's spouse (as well as the attractiveness of

having no partner at all)”

Galpld 51ty srlsdbly S BISL ST i L) e dyaal) pisza) oWl A3 s giall se e

) Al ) o) faisy AL Aag bl Yl Sl Je "B (goks L el Gled)

BLEYL) Bl [ ol é Crbextl a0 3l A" S Lty (BN S5 e olss Y ik
R N [ T I OV W (P

Sl adlie L} ”‘_}5\.&.,5\” 9 ”J»,-\j;-\” 9 "B ;buf L;l LCVngCI’ N.:J )L:j .X.Bj

(535 OS5 1 ] (33H oy Lo gl sl shyp ol o8 USLE o gl gl "SISadly )

F =3l e F ) SBU e alen 6008 o2 o)l Ol (Ggn OF s wdUil b 35

Sl g o O dn = agd) pellly eibly Oy b lall slully 228 )87 235l dazed) jallal)

Bl Sl Jo pmally gttt ol il Gl me aladly VL) L8 e — Lkl g B0yl

s el 093 Aagll LA axud (i) Sgtns o Aol GBS Ggtus OST13L L~ 21 O bl

2318y

! Denise Previti and Paul R. Amato, “Why Stay Married? R ewards, Barriers, and Marital Stability”, Journal of
Marriage and Family 65 (August 2003), pp. 561
2 George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: An Integrative Review”, Journal of Marriage and

Family 27 (February 1965), pp. 19-28
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“In marriage, a spouse is attracted to his mate because of her
intrinsic worth, her love, her charm, her ability to please his wants, or
perhaps because she gains him external prestige or will further extrinsic

goals”

e B o e o e o Bpagd) Lizad o asidy Ul o) ot ¢« o)l (3

i Baal g5l 3 easles BY o el 11 4SS WY ) o wils) 1k

dpasnd ol OS5 B agplanal ety ' mgll Seled)” a3 55 g Tl L

bld) 1) el g s aall e Jorall o)l Gyl ol 0550 Ay e paseid) ety o s

o o IR e i 3 idd DLl e (B3l LSl 8 Buns Byl 8Ble e
raxddy aBle ald

“Barriers against a breakup emanate from other sources: the

emotional, religious, and moral commitments that a partner feels toward
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% George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: An Integrative Review pp. 20
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his marriage or toward his children; the external pressures of kin and
community, of the law, the church, and other associational

memberships”
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! Ibid. pp. 20
2 Ibid. pp. 20
’ William J. Goode, “Family Disorganization” in “Comtemporary Social Problems” ed. by Robert K. Merton &
Robert A. Nisbet (New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1961) pp. 441-442, in George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness

and Dissolution: An Integrative Review” pp. 20

80



15) S0 wdad (3 Sl e gl af OMEY1 858 O) o ¢ ST Rad 093 peal Y gl 53
JOIRYI i (3 S 8T ol e Ik OB g Yl elal) e dls dagl S el

gy JSS el V) Cla¥l Gany ] bl L gl e e i) ¢ gLl 058 5
@ Rl BLH) OF LS Ldg ezl Lol e ele il B gl 880l ek gl L] 0512
SN slisl LU Ggn aexstl Lo U U cialer 23005 T 203 gl a1 e ol il
L 55 Plagial Lughlé] e b lall poll gl (3 cigit oy calabl LT Lot canel )
Tl Brie D @Bt sy SUIAEYI o 2T Gt e 5k aelel Cilites s e s )

ey oWy sL Y1 mn gl WMo Loyl ) (5ol (3 oo sty LIS e Ll s
g5l W old gl OIAE s Cilidy L 2T et i of jased (s of cnibglly claeYly cBasYly
Lyl il sl o (5 OF Gl DDAl o S06s ke B 2l Y1 )35 Bl o
SUN) o afold Ll sl ST w1 ] e ) S ol e (o)l faat OF 095
D) o ol pe I8 B Ul rse oY) aen Com (gl an o lan 3

e Bladl @ "ty "SB! el Levinger il LYol o)l acdll e bl e,
sl s 8ol ) 35 ag BUISG e 34 L Badlr o )00 Cnm 53 dotd gl gl 1800
3 Akl SBISY 0] o 2V Slalgll ol (3 ooSan 52 e S cpdad) pds ST 0T 1) @i
Sl 1 s OF 095 s s clidd abts b g dd mail) s Y1 5,80 DA Y dims ) B0
Syl i 5 en§ Jasis (6f o gl B gk Bl Bles a Baall 0y s 'l
gl B (3 L bl e aSe ) L))"

"I A g gl el e oy A EIW A e ol ] (oo 2akd) o

3 el axT 3 e 38 O basgamy Ola eb cale oSl S aorg))) W1 cliy LS ey &)

AT L ol e bl Wayecal 08713 aulaze B jo o gl B ] 51 <L)

! George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: An Integrative Review” pp. 20

% Anca Gheaus, “The (Dis)value of Commitment to One’s Spouse”, In “After Marriage” Ed. Elizabeth Brake
(New York : Oxford University Press, 2016) pp. 205

? George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: An Integrative Review” pp. 20

*Ibid. pp. 19
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An obvious value of commitment is pragmatic, or instrumental.
Given the limited resources of which individuals dispose, such as time
and energy, commitment seems necessary for the achievement of non-
immediate goals. In the pursuit of such goals, better alternatives are likely
to present themselves and the non-committed, or feebly committed,
agent 1s likely to become distracted from the initial goal. But this seems
to be an overly simplified picture ... Better options do not always present
themselves ... And more important, even when better options do appear,
agents who have already invested significant time and eftort in the pursuit
of a goal tend to be reluctant to waste these resources and hop onto a

new, more appealing, project.
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TABLE 1. FACTORS FOUND TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN HIGH AND
LOW COHESIVE MARRIAGES
Sources of Attraction Sources of Barrier Strength Sources of Alternate Attraction

Affectional rewards: Feelings of obligation: A ffectional rewards:

esteem for spouset!.14.17.24% to dependent children!!.15.27 preferred alternate sex partnerl!.1418.2

desire for companionship*20 to marital bond® disjunctive social relations!:2

sexual enjoyment?!8.24.,32 Moral proscriptions: opposing religious affiliations®
Socio-economic rewards: proscriptive religion?®.21,30 Economic rewards:

husband’s income®5.1224,3L.62.8  joint church attendance?® 112431 wife’s opportunity for independent in-

home ownership?:#:31 External pressures: come!'?.16:22

husband’s education??.28.%.3 primary group affiliations?

husband’s occupation!!9:2633.38  community stigma: rural-urban?s.7,3L.37
Similarity in social status: legal and economic bars'

religion®8,8.21.29,30,38
education?13.20,39
age‘l,i,ﬂ
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! Anca Gheaus, “The (Dis)value of Commitment to One’s Spouse”, In “After Marriage” pp. 208

2 George Levinger, “Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: An Integrative Review” pp. 22
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“Happy families may resemble each other, but each marriage at the
centre of that family is happy in its own particular way. The ties that bind
people, the needs they fulfil in each other, are as complex or simple, as
deep or shallow, often as unknowable as the people themselves.... And
this 1s still more complicated because we are always both in the stream of

becoming, while all the time wanting to be fixed”
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! Anca Gheaus, “The (Dis)value of Commitment to One’s Spouse”, In “After Marriage” pp. 207

2 Ibid. pp. 208

3 Lyle E. Larson and J. Walter Goltz, “Religious Participation and Marital Commitment”, Review of Religious
Research 30 (June 1989), pp. 388
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“The most neurotic, the most difficult marriages, those with a lot
of anger and frustration, are not those that dissolve most easily. In fact,
outwardly bad marriages often last till death. It is the easy marriages...that
often separate so smoothly they scarcely seem to have been joined”
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“Perhaps the single most provocative finding is that low happiness

may often be associated with marital stability”
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'J. Gathorne-Hardy, “Love, Sex, Marriage and Divorce” (London: Cape, 1981) pp. 295, in Adrian L. James &
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2 M. Hicks & M. Platt, “Marital Happiness and Stability: A Review of Research in the Sixties”, Journal of
Marriage and the Family 32 (1970) pp. 569

3 Robert Chester, “A Survey of Recent UK Literature on Marital Problems: A Report for the Home Office
Research Unit” (unpublished: 1980)
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Marital conflict refers to overt opposition between spouses that is
identified by the spouses as disagreement or a source of difficulty in the
relationship. Couples complain about sources of conflict ranging from
verbal and physical abusiveness to personal characteristics and behaviors.

Perceived inequity in a couple’s division of labor also is associated with

marital conflict and with a tendency for the male to withdraw in response
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to conflict on this topic. Conflict over power is strongly related to marital

dissatisfaction.
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